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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL ON THE
GENERAL SECRETARIAT ACTIVITIES BETWEEN THE

15TH AND 16TH SESSIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Introduction:

The Secretary General is pleased to present to the 16th session of the Executive Council
this report which reviews the activities carried out over the period from April 2010 to
February 2011 by the FUIW General Secretariat, as part of the implementation of the
Action Plan for the Years 2010-2012. 

The 16th session of the Federation's Executive Council is held at a time when the FUIW
has made important progress in the implementation of the Action Plan for the Years
2010-2012, as part the General Secretariat's continued efforts to execute the Executive
Council's general policy and guidelines and give substance to its recommendations and
decisions concerning the programmes scheduled under the Action Plan, particularly
with regard to reinforcing cooperation ties and partnership among member institutions,
addressing the issues of higher education in the Islamic world, tuning it to the latest
developments in the field, and making the best of it in addressing contemporary issues
amidst the huge information and technological revolution in such a way as to develop
such a vital sector in the member universities.  

Therefore, the report features the major activities implemented by the Federation, with
a special focus on the following topics:

● Developing cooperation and partnership between member universities;

● Addressing higher education issues in the Islamic world;

● Higher education and contemporary issues. 
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I. CONVENING CONFERENCES, SYMPOSIA AND
MEETINGS

1. Experts Meeting on the Activation of the Islamic Body for Quality
and Accreditation (Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: 8-10 April 2010)

In association with the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM), the Federation

of the Universities of the Islamic World (FUIW) held an experts meeting on the Acti-

vation of the Islamic Body for Quality and Accreditation and the establishment of its

working mechanisms, in Kuala Lumpur, from 8 to 10 April 2010.

The symposium considered ways to activate the Islamic Body for Quality and Accre-

ditation (IBQA), which was approved by the FUIW's fourth General Conference held in

Kuwait in 2007. It also discussed the Body's organizational chart with a view to formu-

lating a strategic vision and a general implementation plan of the Body's activities and

management; and developing a general perception of the quality and accreditation

model to be adopted by IBQA to disseminate quality and upgrade universities to obtain

the required internal and external accreditation. The symposium also examined the issues

pertaining to staff recruitment and human resources necessary for running the Body and

its various activities; and discussed obstacles likely to be encountered during implemen-

tation and appropriate ways to cope with them.

The symposium brought together a host of experts from King Saud University and Naif

Arab University for Security Sciences (Saudi Arabia), Assiut University (Egypt), Azerbaijan

State Economic University (Azerbaijan), the Islamic University in Uganda (Uganda),

and the International Islamic University Malaysia and the University Putra Malaysia

(Malaysia), all of which FUIW members.

The participants recommended that the IBQA be based at the International Islamic

University Malaysia (IIUM) and that the IIUM, which hosts the General Secretariat of

the Body, collaborate with the FUIW to appoint experts to be entrusted with devising an

annual plan along with a five-year detailed one featuring the activities and projects to be

implemented by the IBQA as part of the endeavor to boost quality in higher education

in the Islamic world. Other recommendations called on the member universities as well

as public and private charitable institutions to financially support the Body's projects for

further progress in higher education in the Islamic world. The participating experts

equally recommended submitting the recommendations of the symposium to FUIW

Executive Council (Baku: May 2010), for adoption and for deciding over the details

concerning the funding of the Body's projects.
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2. Symposium on "African Manuscripts: Reality and Future Prospects,
the Quranic Script as a Case in Point" (Niamey, Republic of Niger:
18-19 April 2010)

As part of the inauguration of the activities and programmes of the FUIW/ISESCO
Chair for the Arabic Script, the FUIW and ISESCO, in cooperation with the Islamic
University in Niger, held a symposium on "African Manuscripts: Reality and Future
Prospects, the Quranic Script as a Case in Point", on 18-19 April 2010 at the headquarters
of the university in Niamey.

Manuscript experts from Senegal, Morocco, Mali, Algeria, Nigeria and Niger took part
in the symposium which shed light on the Arabic Islamic heritage in West Africa and on the
role of the Islamic University in Niger in preserving the African Arab Islamic heritage. The
symposium introduced prominent academic figures from West Africa and encouraged
researchers to greater to take interest in the codicology of  Arabic Islamic manuscripts in
Africa, exhorted them to publish their works in this connection, pointed out the risks
dangers menacing these manuscripts in the region, and highlighted the efforts devoted
by codicologists to manuscripts in Africa.

The participants discussed a number of topics, namely the history of manuscripts in
Africa; the importance of manuscript in the Islamic heritage; African Islamic manuscripts
as an academic output; dangers menacing African Islamic manuscripts; classification of
African Islamic manuscripts; and outstanding centers of Arab Islamic manuscripts in
Africa.

The symposium issued a set of important recommendations, which focused on the need
to promote research on Arab and African, manuscripts, establish incentive awards in this
regard, and produce an anthology of Arabic African poetry shedding light on writers and
poets and their works. It was also recommended to hold more meetings on manuscripts
in order to introduce them to the public, together with their authors and places where
they are preserved. Participants also called for establishing codicology institutes specia-
lizing in manuscripts written in Quranic Script to carry out the mission of studying the
history of Arabic literature in Africa, its emergence and its subsequent evolution.

3. Symposium on the Challenges Facing Engineering Education in the
Islamic World (Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt: 22 April 2010)

The FUIW and ISESCO, in cooperation with Cairo University, held a symposium on
the challenges facing engineering education in the Islamic world, on 22 April 2010, in
Cairo University. The symposium, centered on the theme “Education on the Values of
Dialogue and a Culture of Peace”, was held as part of the activities of ISESCO/FUIW
Chair at Cairo University, which was established in 2007.
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Experts and university professors participated in the symposium who presented papers

on such topic as highlighting the problems and challenges facing engineering education

and ways to overcome them; comparison between old and modern curricula; student

support; ways to address challenges, the application of quality standards in engineering

education, and e-learning for addressing challenges in engineering education.

Participants in the symposium discussed ways to develop and modernize higher education

as development tool in the Islamic world through openness and optimum informed use

of modern educational technology, improved performance of member universities,

experience and expertise sharing among specialists in the universities of the Islamic

world, provision and sharing of reference documents on higher education issues, and

provision of trained human resources.

4. Meeting of the Academic Advisory Committee of the Islamic Uni-
versity in Niger (ISESCO Headquarters in Rabat, Kingdom of
Morocco: 28-29 April 2010)

The General Secretariat of the FUIW held the meeting of the Academy Advisory Com-

mittee of the Islamic University in Niger, at ISESCO headquarters in Rabat, on 28-29

April 2010.

The meeting examined several academic and administrative projects pertaining to the

Islamic University in Niger (IUN), which concern the regulations for the selection of deans

and directors of institutes, and the curricula of faculties of technical sciences, economics,

and management sciences, together with the criteria for the promotion of teachers, and

the regulations of the University.

It is noteworthy that the decision to establish the Advisory Committee had been issued

by the Board of Trustees of the Islamic University in Niger, at its 22nd session held in

Niamey in February 2010. The Committee consists of five members representing the

United Arab Emirates, the Republic of Burkina Faso, the Iqra Charitable Organization,

the FUIW and the Presidency of the Islamic University in Niger.

During deliberations, the Committee agreed on a set of recommendations wherein it

stressed the need for reformulating the administrative structure of the university according

to the model agreed on by the Committee members, and opening, as from the Academic

Year 2011-2012, a department for Foreign Languages and Translation at the Arabic

Language and Literature Faculty with a French Language and Translation BA degree. As

such, the existing Language Center will be reporting to the projected department and

will provide services to students and to the local community. It was also recommended

to rearrange the university regulations in a first step towards developing special guide to
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the university regulations. In addition, the Committee examined the regulations concerning

the university's teaching staff, recruitment, and students and recommended a series of

amendments in this connection. 

5. International Conference on Scientific Research Strategies in the
Universities of the Muslim World (Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: 6-8
July 2010)

The FUIW, in collaboration with ISESCO and the International Islamic University

Malaysia (IIUM), organized an international conference on “Strategies of Scientific

Research in the Universities of the Muslim World: Reality and Prospects”, during the

period from 6 to 8 July 2010, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

The conference, which was held at the International Institute for Muslim Unity (IIMU)

of the International Islamic University Malaysia, was aimed at conducting studies and

reference material to serve as a basis for an action plan to develop studies, reference

documents, recommendations and mechanisms for devising scientific strategies and future

plans for the promotion of scientific research in the universities and research institutions

of the Muslim world.

The conference brought together a host of experts, scientists and intellectuals representing

80 research centers and universities affiliated to the FUIW. The participants presented

research papers on universities' academic curricula; the needs of Muslim communities in

terms of scientific research; total quality; and the funding of scientific research and its

adaptation to the needs of the industrial and trade sectors. The papers also tackled such

important issues as the academic environment and scientific research tools; the moral

dimension of scientific research; publication, documentation and marketing; and coope-

ration among scientific research centers across the world.

The recommendations issued by the Conference focused mainly on the need to develop

academic strategic plans for the development of universities while ensuring the proper

implementation of these plans through the establishment of various higher education

systems, the use of appropriate tools and means and provision of the financial resources

necessary for the implementation of such plans. Stress was also laid on involving the

teaching staff in the development and implementation of these plans, and adopting effi-

ciency and transparency as main criteria in the recruitment of the teaching staff in uni-

versities. The Islamic World universities were also invited to earnestly carry out their

missions in scientific research. Moreover, It was recommended that Daawa centers be

given academic and institutional independence to draw up a biennial report on the

situation of scientific research and the performance of research centers and universities

in the Islamic world to be examined at a conference to be held for this purpose.
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The Conference also called for developing an action plan for the promotion of scientific

research in the Islamic world, urged coordination among the various centers and univer-

sities in this area, and mandated the IIUM's International Institute for Muslim Unity to

prepare a draft of this plan. The application of standards and mechanisms to ensure

cooperation and networking between universities and research centers of the Islamic

world was also recommended, with an emphasis on the need for exchange of research

works and scientific publications between universities in the Muslim world.

6. International Conference on the Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Heritage Written in the Languages of Muslims in Russia and
its Environs (Kazan, Republic of Tatarstan: 22-24 September 2010)

The FUIW and ISESCO, in association with the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), the

Russian Islamic University in Kazan, Tatarstan, and the Moscow Institute of Islamic

Civilization, held an international conference on the “the Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Heritage Written in the Languages of Muslims in Russia and its Environs”, over

the period from 22 to 24 September 2010.

The Conference discussed the issue of giving Muslim peoples in the Russian Federation

and its environs access to their literary, scientific and cultural heritage written in Arabic

characters, and reinvigorating the historical interaction between the Arabic language

and the local languages written in Arabic characters. It also sought to promote creation

and encourage the revival of this heritage by republishing the scientific, cultural, and

literary heritage written in Arabic characters, exploring manuscripts written in Arabic

characters in Russia and its environs, determining their themes and places where they are

preserved, establishing databases for their preservation and classification and making

them accessible to researchers.  

The conference, which was held within the framework of ISESCO/FUIW Chair at the

Russian Islamic University, brought together a host of scientists, researchers and academics

from Russia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Egypt, Syria, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, the

United States and Malaysia, who contributed studies and working papers on the collection,

indexing, preservation, restoration and dissemination of manuscripts written in Arabic

characters; recent experiences in rewriting local languages in Arabic characters and the

means to benefit from them in promoting the heritage written in Arabic characters. On

the other hand, participants explored methods for preparing and qualifying researchers

specializing in the heritage written in Arabic characters; considered ways to overcome

obstacles to the new generations' access to such heritage and to the data and statistics

included in manuscripts written in Arabic characters in Russia and its environs.
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The conferees issued a set of important recommendations. In this regard, they commended
the growing close partnership between Russia and the Islamic world, which constitutes an
important factor in shaping a new just world order based on dialogue between religions
and cultures, and which will ultimately culminate in a wider international cooperative
action for the benefit of humanity as a whole. Participants also praised the judicious civi-
lizational vision of the Russian Islamic University and the Tatar State University of
Humanities and Education, as epitomized by the special attention they pay to manu-
scripts written in Arabic and local languages and to the literary and scientific heritage
treasured by such manuscripts. By the same token, they invited the two universities to
pay further attention to this vital component of heritage which should be collected,
reproduced, indexed, preserved, documented, studied, published, translated and digitized
in order to make it accessible to contemporary and future generations. Emphasis was
also put on the need to give further attention in academic studies and research to such
heritage, and the competent parties were invited to encourage researchers to specialize in
it, in such a way as to ensure communication between generations, boost creativity, revive
heritage and preserve history. The participants praised the efforts made by the institutions
involved in the protection of the cultural and scientific heritage written in local languages,
particularly ISESCO, the FUIW, the IDB and the Moscow Institute of Islamic Civili-
zation, and invited them to pursue their efforts in this respect with a special focus on the
Russian region. In the same vein, they lauded the great care the educational, scientific
and cultural institutions in Russia give to the languages of Muslim peoples, invited these
institutions to take further interest in the development of these languages and their
inherent cultural heritage, and urged the regional and international educational and cultural
institutions and organizations to develop cooperation and partnership to achieve the
desired goals.

7. Coordination Meeting of the Heads of Scientific Research Centers
in the Universities of the Muslim World to develop an action plan
within the framework of the project on knowledge-based integration
and Islamic rooting of science (Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: 5 to 7
October 2010)

The FUIW, in cooperation with ISESCO and the International Institute of Islamic
Thought and Civilization of the IIUM, held a Coordination Meeting of the Heads of
Scientific Research Centers in Universities of the Islamic World to develop an action
plan within the framework of the "project of knowledge-based Integration and Islamic
rooting of Science", in Kuala Lumpur, on 5-7 October 2010.

Participants in the meeting discussed issues related to the assessment of previous efforts
in the knowledge-based integration and Islamic rooting of science in the universities of
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the Islamic world, identified guidelines and established uniform standards for developing
science programmes and curricula in the universities of the Islamic world within the frame-
work of a knowledge-based integration approach, and for formulating an action plan in
this regard. They also identified the necessary steps to implement the project, taking
into account the urgent needs of Muslim communities.

The meeting brought together heads of scientific research centers in the universities
affiliated to the FUIW and experts on the subject from Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Sudan,
Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Uganda, Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia.

8. Sub-regional Seminar on the Reality of Islamic Culture in African
Universities (Kampala, Uganda: 15-17 October 2010)

The FUIW, ISESCO and the Munazzamat Al-Daawa Al-Islamiyya, in cooperation with

the Islamic University in Uganda (IUU), held a sub-regional seminar on the Reality of

Islamic Culture in African Universities, at the headquarters of IUU, in the Ugandan

capital Kampala, on 15-17 October 2010, with the participation of professors from

African universities and experts on Islamic culture in Africa who reviewed the reality of

that culture, together with its history and future.

As an outcome of the seminar, participants reviewed the reality of Islamic culture in

African universities through an objective diagnosis of the state of affairs, and explored the

factors of its development and stagnation. They presented proposals, recommendations

and studies to help improve the reality of teaching Islamic culture in African universities,

under three main topics: first: the history of Islamic and Arab culture and ways to explore

its future in Africa based on that history; second: the reality of Islamic culture in African

universities and the positive and negative factors associated with it, and third: mecha-

nisms to support and develop Islamic culture in African universities.

The seminar, held within the framework of ISESCO/FUIW Chair at the Islamic Univer-

sity in Uganda, brought together university professors and experts from Uganda, Kenya,

Tanzania, Sudan, Niger, and Malaysia, in addition to local experts.

Many recommendations were issued by the seminar, which focused on respect for cultural

diversity in Africa, openness to the languages and cultures of the world, the development

of Islamic culture as a main component of the African cultural identity and the intellectual

and religious fabric of the African continent. The participants also called for concerted

efforts to promote Islamic culture in Africa and meet a popular need to teach Islamic

culture and Arabic language to the young generations. They also recommended establi-

shing a federation of universities, colleges and departments of Arabic language and Islamic
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culture in the African continent, and holding an annual meeting under the auspices of

the FUIW to make a review and develop the situation of the teaching of Islamic culture

in African universities. It was also recommended to provide the African universities with

textbooks for the teaching of Arabic as a foreign language, to extend support for funding

school programmes and books on Islamic culture, and to take interest in the teaching of

Arabic in African universities given its importance for studying African heritage and history.

The seminar also recommended the creation of Arab and Islamic sections in the libraries

of African universities, and establishment of a journal of Islamic culture in African uni-

versities to be issued by the Islamic University in Uganda, the FUIW and the Munazzamat

Al-Daawa Al-Islamiyya, and called for the institution of an annual prize for the best

African authors and researchers in Islamic studies.

9. Educational Forum on the Holy Quran Memorization (Kazan,
Republic of Tatarstan: 7-11 November 2010)

In furtherance of the activities carried out under ISESCO/FUIW Chair at the Russian

Islamic University in Kazan, and in a bid to enhance the work of Quran institutions  and

encourage Quran memorizers and develop their knowledge and skills, ISESCO and the

FUIW, in cooperation with the Muslim World League's Holy Quran Memorization

International Organization, and in coordination with the Russian Islamic University in

the Republic of Tatarstan, held an Educational Forum on Quran Memorization, during

the period from 7 to 11 November 2010.

The forum brought together 25 participants from Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Ukraine, Kyr-

gyzstan, Tatarstan, and from eight Russian republics.

Among its objectives, this forum sought to instill a sense of belonging to the Ummah in

Quran memorizers, develop their knowledge and prepare them to play an effective role

in sustainable development. It was also aimed to help develop Quran-related action,

through regulation, planning, development, monitoring, and evaluation of Quran insti-

tutions, benefiting from the successful experiences in the teaching of the Holy Quran,

and developing the knowledge of Quran memorizers and helping them to acquire new

life skills. In the same vein, participants called for enhancing the role of modern techno-

logy (Internet, satellite channels and computer programmes) in the memorization of the

Holy Quran, reviewing and developing memorization methods in the countries repre-

sented in the forum, and encouraging communication and experience sharing among

parties and specialists concerned with Quran memorization and teaching.
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10. Experts Meeting to draft an action plan on the role of Western
academic and research institutions in redressing Western stereo-
types about Islam and Muslims (Granada, Spain: 23 to 25 No-
vember 2010)

The FUIW and ISESCO, jointly with the University of Granada, the World Islamic
Call Society (WICS) and the Euro-Arab Foundation for Higher Studies and, held an
Experts Meeting to draft an action plan on the role of Western academic and research
institutions in redressing Western stereotypes about Islam and Muslims, in Granada,
from 23 to 25 November 2010.

Participants in the meeting tried to present the image of Islam in the West, highlight the
reasons behind the stereotypes held about Islam in the Western psyche, and consider
ways to enhance the role of Western academic and research institutions in redressing the
negative stereotypes about Islam and Muslims in Western societies. Meanwhile, they
highlighted the universal values shared by the Western and Muslim worlds, and under-
scored the contribution of universities and research centers in the West to the promotion
of understanding between Western societies and Muslim communities and minorities in
the West, together with the role Western research and academic institutions can play in
the rapprochement between peoples and cultures, particularly between the Western and
Islamic worlds.

The meeting brought together professors and researchers from a number of European
and American universities and centers, along with thinkers, media professionals and
experts on Islam and Muslims in the West.

Experts explored ways to foster the role of Western universities and research institutions
in redressing stereotypes held in the West about Islam and Muslims; counter Islamophobia;
promote rapprochement between peoples and cultures, and understanding between
Western societies and Muslim communities and minorities in the West by highlighting
the universal values shared by Islamic and Western cultures.

The meeting issued a set of recommendations whereby participants called for anchoring
the culture of dialogue and understanding between peoples, on the basis of the lofty
principles and values shared by all mankind, while at the same time highlighting the
common values centered on the rejection of violence, extremism, fanaticism, collective
accusation, collective conviction, and collective punishment. By the same token, they
condemned all forms of instrumentalization of religion, particularly in conflicts and dis-
putes, and called for an “action plan on the role of Western academic and research insti-
tutions in redressing Western stereotypes about Islam and Muslims” to be submitted to
an experts meeting to be held in a European university and attended by academics and
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researchers from European, Arab and American the universities to examine it and devise

mechanisms for its implementation. Also, European universities were invited to convince

the parties involved in textbooks writing in Europe of the importance of presenting Islam

to students in an objective manner and involving Islamic academic and cultural institutions

in designing such textbooks in such a way as to foster dialogue between the Islamic world

and the West, and promote social peace in Europe.

11. Sub-regional Workshop on National Criteria for Quality Assu-
rance in Higher Education: the Sudanese Experience (Khartoum,
Republic of the Sudan: 30/11-2/12 2010)

ISESCO, jointly with the FUIW, the WICS and the Evaluation and Accreditation

Corporation of the Sudanese Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, held

a sub-regional workshop on “National Criteria for Quality Assurance in Higher Edu-

cation: the Sudanese Experience”, in Khartoum, during the period from 30 November

to 2 December 2010.

Held under the patronage of Dr Peter Adok, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific

Research of Sudan, the workshop sought to analyze the general features of national criteria

for quality assurance in higher education in Sudan; evaluated the scope of harmony and

cohesion between the theoretical and practical aspects of the guide to institutional eva-

luation; defined the mechanisms and methods to design the guide. It also assessed the

relevance of the criteria and tools of the guide, which cover integrated components of

the institutional system dynamics in higher education institutions; took stock of the

experimental evaluation procedure and outcome and made observations thereon, and

provided the Supreme Body for Evaluation with feedback which will be taken into

account to ensure further development of such standards.

The workshop saw the participation of heads of self-evaluation units, departments of

quality assurance in higher education institutions, and in the Arab and Sudanese univer-

sities. Participants also included members of the bodies, agencies and networks concerned

with quality assurance; along with members involved in quality programmes and activities,

or in the drafting of guides to quality in higher education, at the national, regional and

international levels.

The workshop explored a number of themes revolving around the fundamental concepts

of institutional evaluation and quality appreciation; as well as the general features of criteria

for institutional evaluation. Working group sessions were also held as part of the workshop

to discuss the rationale, criteria, indicators and tools of the guide to the criteria of insti-

tutional evaluation in the Sudanese experience.
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Among its recommendations, the workshop invited the FUIW Secretariat to develop

the National Criteria for Quality Assurance in Higher Education, to expand its scope as

to include beneficiaries at the regional level, and to translate it into the working languages

of the Federation. The workshop also stressed the need for communication between the

Supreme Body for Evaluation and Accreditation and higher education institutions, and

holding periodic meetings to familiarize people with the latest developments in evaluation

and quality assurance and with the experiences of other countries in this regard. Parti-

cipants also called for securing the necessary financial resources to support the action led

by the Body and the evaluation units in higher education institutions, mustering regional

and international support for the institutional evaluation project, reinforcing the inde-

pendence of the bodies concerned with evaluation, accreditation and quality assurance

in the universities of the Islamic world, and ensuring their independence so they can pro-

perly perform their functions and discharge their responsibilities.

12. Regional Seminar on Education for Development and Compe-
tency: Linking Education and Training with the Needs of the
Labor Market (Abuja, Nigeria: 1-3 December 2010)

The FUIW and ISESCO, in cooperation with the National Office for Technology Acqui-

sition and Promotion (NOTAP), organized a regional seminar on “Education for Deve-

lopment and Competency: Linking Education and Training with the Needs of the

Labour Market”, in Abuja, Nigeria.

The seminar was aimed at sensitizing the public authorities and civil society organizations

to the importance of education and its role in sustainable development, with a special

focus on research and development, the use of modern technologies in education and

scientific research, and development of human resources in higher education institutions

through aligning university education with the needs of the labor market and sustainable.

The seminar brought together experts on the subject from Nigeria, Benin, Mali, Niger,

Togo and Cameroon, representatives of scientific institutions and relevant ministries,

and representative of the Nigerian air forces, university professors, in addition to the

representative of ISESCO and the Director General of the Abuja-based NOTAP.

The seminar discussed such key issues as quality education for sustainable development

in Nigeria and the Member States; the development of competencies to meet the needs

of the labor market; scientific research, technology and innovation as foundations of

sustainable development; encouraging rapprochement and dialogue among Member

States for experience sharing in scientific research and technology; problems  facing

scientific research, technology and innovation in Nigeria and ISESCO African Member
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States; developing recommendations for policy reform; sensitizing the youth to the

importance of education, scientific research and innovation in sustainable development;

provision of appropriate solutions for ensuring quality education tuned to needs of

today's labor market; planning and appropriate solutions for further development.

Participants in the seminar issued recommendations in which they called for developing

the education system in Nigeria and the Member States, and studying the labor market

and meeting its needs in terms of national trained labor force in such a way as to boost

investment in scientific research, technology and innovation. They also urged the creation

of science incubators around universities and accordingly setting up businesses depending

on such incubators, and called for increasing the budget allocated to education and

scientific research to at least 3% of the GDP like in developed countries.

13. First Regional Conference of the Heads of University Libraries
in the FUIW Member Universities: Towards a Strategic Alliance
to Build Knowledge Societies (Cairo, Republic of Egypt: 14-16
December 2010)

In association with the University of Cairo and ISESCO, the FUIW held the First

Regional Conference of the Heads of University Libraries in the FUIW member Univer-

sities on the theme “Towards a Strategic Alliance to Build Knowledge Societies”. This

event was organized in Cairo, on 14-16 December 2010, within the framework of

ISESCO/FUIW Chair for Dialogue and Peace Culture at the University of Cairo.

The conference saw the participation of the heads and deans of university libraries,

researchers in library science from a number of universities representing Bahrain, Egypt,

Jordan, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Morocco, Niger, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Syria,

Sudan, and Yemen.

The participants tackled several important topics, namely: strategic alliances between

university libraries, their requirements, their management and their forms; university

libraries and the promotion of ethics in scientific research, teaching and learning, publi-

cizing the role of university libraries in ICT-related awareness and human rights, and

university libraries and provision of an environment favoring freedom of expression and

creativity.

At the close of their meeting, the participants recommended networking libraries elec-

tronically in the FUIW member universities, and called for an active role of the univer-

sity libraries in the promotion of ethics in scientific research and the teaching profession,

and in increasing ICT-related awareness among students and the teaching staff. It also

recommended defining cooperation priorities, particularly the development of standar-
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dized bibliographic databases and indexes, digitization of manuscripts and rare books,

and provision of technical services, inter-library borrowing, on-site consulting, imaging,

and photocopying.

The conference sought to open up new avenues for cooperation among central university

libraries in the Islamic world, publicize their role in ICT-related awareness, and encourage

experience sharing under future cooperation agreements.

14. International Symposium on “Application of Regional and Inter-
national Quality and Academic Accreditation Indicators in the
Universities of the Islamic World (Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia: 20-22 December 2010)

The FUIW, in association with the Naif Arab University for Security Sciences, held an

international symposium on “Application of Regional and International Quality and

Academic Accreditation Indicators in the Universities of the Islamic World”, in Riyadh,

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, between 20 and 22 December 2010.

Participants discussed the concept of quality and academic accreditation and its appli-

cations in the universities of the Islamic world, and the role of regional and international

indicators in achieving quality education, defined methods and tools of measuring

regional and international indicators in such universities, and explained their role in

advancing scientific research. Besides, they stressed the need to apply regional and inter-

national indicators using ICT, and identified the challenges faced in this connection. As

well as exploring ways to develop academic accreditation to nationally, regionally and

internationally adopted standards and indicators, the symposium provided an oppor-

tunity for the Islamic universities to present their experiences in applying international

standards in the promotion of quality and academic accreditation, and discuss strategies,

action plans and mechanisms necessary to achieve the sought objectives.

Alongside the symposium, a preparatory workshop was held to develop an action plan

that would provide the general framework and guidelines for those strategies and plans,

set an implementation time frame, and determine the training and human resources needed

to enable universities in the Islamic world to enhance quality standards.

More than 60 members University of the FUIW took part in the symposium, along

with many national, regional and international bodies and organizations, and research

institutions involved in strategic planning and quality assurance.

The symposium recommended developing quality standards and indicators of academic

programmes of the universities of the Islamic world in humanities and social sciences,
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and called for the design of academic curricula in line with the cultural specificities of

the Islamic world. Participants also stressed the need to establish closer linkages and

connections between the universities of the Islamic world and UN programmes on scien-

tific research, develop a framework for coordination between public universities and pri-

vate sector institutions, and increase the budgets allocated to research and technology

innovation oriented to community problems resolution.

The symposium also recommended supporting the planning, preparation and design of

e-learning, and establishing the regulatory framework of the entity to be entrusted with

the planning and follow-up of the quality and academic accreditation system, and called

for stronger coordination for sharing experiences in total quality assurance among the

universities of the Islamic world in such a way as to develop quality assurance programmes.

15. Experts Meeting to Examine the Islamic Universities Business
Network Project and Consider Adequate Mechanisms to imple-
ment it (ISESCO Headquarters, Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco:
24-25 January 2011)

The FUIW, in association with Azerbaijan State Economic University (ASEU), held an

expert meeting at ISESCO headquarters, on 24-25 January 2011, to examine the Islamic

Universities Business Network Project and consider adequate mechanisms to implement it.

The meeting was held pursuant to the resolution of the FUIW's fifth General Conference,

which called for examining the project and submitting adequate recommendations on

its implementation. It was attended by a host of specialized university professors from the

ASEU, as well as from University Mohammed V and Ecole Mohammadia d'Ingénieurs,

both based in Rabat.

The meeting adopted an amendment to the Project which is likely to activate it and help

develop its implementation mechanisms.

16. Draft Action Programme to counter offences against Islam and
Muslims (Zlitan, Libya: 6-8 February 2011)

The FUIW, jointly with the Libyan Al-Asmariya University for Islamic Sciences, held an

experts' meeting to examine a draft university programme to counter offences against

Islam and Muslims, in Zlitan, Libya, from 6 to 8 February 2011.

Participants in the meeting examined and brought their input into a draft university

programme to counter offences against Islam and Muslims, developed broad lines for an

integrated action plan to implement that programme and promote cooperation and
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coordination among Islamic organizations, bodies and associations in the Islamic world

and Muslim communities in the West, the ultimate purpose being to redress misconceptions

about Islam and Muslims, and highlight the Islamic civilization's contribution to counter

offences against Islam and its symbols and sanctities.

The meeting brought together university professors and experts on media, communication,

Islamic and human sciences and international law to explore such issues as the powers of

the parties in charge of the programme of action, its scope and its related implementing

mechanisms.

17. Academic Meeting on the Future of Faculties and Centers for
Strategic Studies in the Arab and Islamic World (22-24 February
2011)

The FUIW held an academic meeting on the Future of Faculties and Centers for Stra-

tegic Studies in the Arab and Islamic World, from 22 to 24 February 2011, at ISESCO

headquarters, in cooperation with the Riyadh-based Naif Arab University for Security

Sciences (NAUSS).

The meeting brought together a number of experts on political and strategic studies

from Jordan, United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Algeria, Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon,

Yemen Egypt, Iraq, Oman and Morocco.

A number of themes were discussed during the meeting. Those included the current

situation of strategic studies; strategic decision-making in the Arab and Islamic world;

centers for Arab strategic studies and their contribution to decision making; assessment

of the teaching of strategic sciences in faculties and institutes; and activation of the role

of African and Asian strategic centers.

It is worth noting that a roundtable was held on the sidelines of the meeting on the

theme “towards an Islamic Arab strategy to benefit from the centers for strategic studies

in the decision-making process”.

The meeting recommended setting up a global forum for centers for research and strategic

studies that support Arab and Islamic causes, and establishing an association for strategic

and prospective sciences, proposed it be hosted at the Naif Arab University for Security

Sciences in Riyadh, and stressed the need for continuous communication through parti-

cipation in forums and activities organized by these centers and benefiting from the esta-

blishment of specialized working groups.

Furthermore, the meeting insisted that the strategic vision of the centers for studies in

the Arab Islamic world should rest on the security of human beings from a global security
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perspective, and on Islamic and shared human values. It also invited specialized organi-
zations to focus on an academic specialized training of executives to enable them to
develop and implement strategies.

Moreover, the meeting commended the efforts of the FUIW and ISESCO and their
growing interest in strategic planning as part of their activities, programmes and action
plans, based on practical strategies with clear-cut objectives in all fields of action, parti-
cularly in education, science and culture.

On the other hand, the meeting underlined the importance of bridging the gap between
decision makers in the Arab and Islamic world, the private and public centers for strategic
studies, and between these institutions and society. Furthermore, the meeting emphasized
the need for granting autonomy to centers for strategic studies and securing financial
support for them by establishing investment endowment funds.
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II. PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES, SYMPOSIA AND
MEETINGS

1. Islamic Forum for International Humanitarian Law
(Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran: 1-3 May 2010)

The FUIW took part in the activities of the Islamic Forum for International Huma-

nitarian Law, a body reporting to the Islamic Committee of the International Crescent.

In this respect, an international symposium was held in Tehran, from 1 to 3 May 2010,

on the theme “international humanitarian law: an Islamic perspective”. The event was

held in cooperation with the Iranian Red Crescent Association, with the participation

of university professors, legal experts and media professionals from 12 OIC member

States, namely: Libya, Iran, Algeria, Tunisia, Uganda, Lebanon, Malaysia, Sudan, Qatar

and Afghanistan. The symposium also saw the participation of delegates representing

the following international organizations: the Islamic Committee of the International

Crescent, the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizations (ISESCO), the

FUIW, along with a host of jurists, media professionals, students of Iranian universities,

satellite channels like Aljazeera, Al-Manar, and many Iranian newspapers and the Algerian

Al-Shoroq newspaper.

The symposium featured papers contributed by participants, as well as documentaries

prepared by Al-Jazeera channel, the Lebanese Al Manar Channel and the Algerian Al-

Shoroq newspaper on Israel's violations of international law in Gaza and Lebanon.

The symposium focused on two major themes, namely: the international humanitarian

law and Islamic Sharia, and the current situation and developments of international

humanitarian law in Islamic law. 

2. Eighth Pedagogical Days of the National Forum for Higher Edu-
cation and Scientific Research on Teaching Languages and the
Languages Teaching (Marrakesh, Kingdom of Morocco: 24-25
November 2010)

The FUIW took part in the Eighth Pedagogical Days of the National Forum for Higher

Education and Scientific Research on Teaching Languages and the Languages Teaching,

which were held at the Faculty of Science, University of Qadi Iyyad in Marrakesh, from

24 to 25 November 2010.

The meeting shed light on the issue of language and its importance in the promotion of

human knowledge in general, and the development of society in particular. Language

plays a central role in communication among all society components and in the promotion
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of human knowledge through learning, especially with the deep and complicated problems
faced by teaching in Morocco due to linguistic diversity, and the need for a scientific and
accurate diagnosis and for finding drastic solutions to these problems.

The meeting saw the participation of thinkers and university professors who contributed
papers and studies tackling the themes of the meeting, namely: language and development,
teaching languages, and the teaching of languages.

3. Meetings of the 33rd Ordinary Session of the Council of the Fede-
ration of Arab Scientific Research Councils

The FUIW took part in the 33rd Ordinary Session of the Council of the Federation of Arab
Scientific Research Councils, which was held in Marrakesh, from 14 to 15 December 2010.

A body reporting to the Arab League, the Federation of Arab Scientific Research Councils
seeks to activate coordination and sharing of experiences among the Arab scientific
research centers and institutions. It also seeks to consolidate cooperation among these
institutions, provide opportunities for the convening of academic meetings, and orga-
nize the exchange of research findings and scientific information. The Federation is made
up of members representing the ministries of higher education and scientific research in
22 Arab States.

4. Second meeting of the Academic Consultative Committee of the
Islamic University of Niger ( ISESCO Regional Office in Sharjah,
United Arab Emirates: 7-8 December 2010)

The FUIW General Secretariat took part in the Second meeting of the Academic
Consultative Committee of the Islamic University of Niger, which was hosted at ISESCO
Regional Office in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates, from 7 to 8 December 2010.

The meeting examined a number of academic and administrative projects pertaining to
the Islamic University of Niger, notably the regulations for the selection of faculty deans,
directors of institutes, the curricula of the faculties of technical science, economics and
management, the criteria for the promotion of professors and the academic regulations
of the University.
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III. ISESCO/FUIW UNIVERSITY CHAIRS

1. ISESCO/FUIW Chair at the Islamic University of Niger 

An inauguration ceremony of the FUIW/ISESCO Chair for Arabic Script at the Islamic
University of Niger was held on 18 April 2010, at the University in Niamey. The Chair
aims to attend to the local African languages and their transcription in the standardized
Quranic script, as well as the preservation of the Islamic heritage of Muslim peoples in
Africa, development of their languages and cultures in order to keep pace with the scien-
tific, technical and communication revolution and fight against illiteracy in African States.

To mark the opening of the Chair's activities and programmes, the FUIW and ISESCO held
a symposium on “Islamic African manuscripts: current situation and future prospects, the
Quranic script as a case in point”, at the University in Niamey, from 18 to 19 April 2010.

2. ISESCO/FUIW Chair at the Russian Islamic University 

An inauguration ceremony of the FUIW/ISESCO Chair at the Russian Islamic University
was held on 22 September 2010, at the University in Kazan, Russian Republic of Tatarstan.
The Chair aims to publicize the social, cultural and linguistic history of Islamic peoples
in Russia and its surroundings, attend to the manuscripts recorded in the Arabic script
which are widely found in the libraries of Russia and Commonwealth of Independent
States, and collect that heritage and facilitate its use through its republication, reclassifi-
cation and wide circulation among researchers.

Marking the opening of the Chair, the FUIW and ISESCO held an international confe-
rence on “the educational, scientific and cultural heritage written in Muslim languages
in Russia and its surroundings”, from 22 to 24 September 2010, in cooperation with the
Islamic Development Bank, the Russian Islamic University in Kazan, and the Moscow
Institute of Islamic Civilization.

In a bid to enhance the activities implemented as part of FUIW/ISESCO Chair and the
Russian Islamic University in Kazan, and in an endeavor to promote the action of Quranic
institutions, attend to the learners of the Holy Quran and hone their knowledge and
skills, ISESCO held an educational meeting on the memorization of the Holy Quran,
from 7 to 11 November 2010, in Kazan, Russian Republic of Tatarstan, in coordination
with the Russian Islamic Republic in the Republic of Tatarstan. 

3. ISESCO/FUIW Chair for Cultural Diversity at the Islamic Uni-
versity in Uganda

As part of ISESCO Chair for Cultural Diversity, an agreement on the establishment of

a center for documentation of oral heritage at the Islamic University in Uganda was signed
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with the FUIW, ISESCO and the World Islamic Call Society (WICS). This center was
established with the aim of boosting the efforts of ISESCO and the FUIW in the preser-
vation of tangible and intangible Islamic heritage, documentation of that heritage in the
member States, and facilitating its exchange using multi-disciplinary means and modern
technology. This center hosted at the Islamic University in Uganda aims to record and
preserve old and modern experiences of Muslim societies in East Africa. It also intends
to collect scientific data by reaching out to the elderly who can provide information about
the past of their ancestors, and by documenting old buildings and religious places consi-
dered as landmarks of Islamic heritage in the region. The center seeks also to restore and
preserve the heritage of the Islamic region and put it at the disposal of researchers from
Uganda and East Africa.

As part of the activities of the Chair, ISESCO held a sub-regional workshop on the cur-
rent situation of Islamic culture in African Universities, from 15 to 17 October 2010, at
the Islamic University in Uganda, in cooperation with the Munazzamat al-Dawa al-Islamia
and the FUIW. The workshop saw the participation of professors from African Univer-
sities, along with specialists in the history of Islamic culture in Africa, to evaluate the
situation of this culture and link it to its past and future.

4. Activities of ISESCO/FUIW Chair at Cairo University

In furtherance of the activities scheduled under ISESCO/FUIW Chair at Cairo Uni-
versity, the FUIW and ISESCO, jointly with the Cairo University, organized an academic
symposium on the challenges facing engineering education in the Islamic world, on 22
April 2010, at Cairo University. It is worth noting that ISESCO/FUIW Chair at Cairo
University was inaugurated since 2007 on the title: “education on the values of dialogue
and peace culture”.

In the same respect, the FUIW, ISESCO and Cairo University paid tribute to:  

● Prof. Dr. Abedin Mohamed Ali Saleh, former deputy director of the University
of Khartoum, professor at the Faculty of Engineering, University of Khartoum,
senior specialist in environmental science and water resources. He has held several
international positions and participated in many international and regional
conferences. He has authored and written many books in his field of competence
and other areas. He is a member of a large number of leading international asso-
ciations and bodies and is an active member in many consultative commissions
and international arbitration committees of the United Nations agencies.

● Prof. Dr. Ahmed Kamal Mohammad Aziz Kamal, a professor of electrical engi-
neering at the Cairo University. He has held the position of vice-Dean of the
Faculty of Engineering and presided over the establishment of the center for energy
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researches at the Cairo University. He also contributed to the development of
programmes and laboratories of the Military Technical Faculty and currently
supervises the Research Center for Scientific and Statistical Calculations of the
Cairo University. He is a member in several Egyptian committees and councils
and Chairman of the engineering committee.

As part of the Chair's activities, Prizes have been awarded to10 research papers in the
history of science for students of science faculties at the Cairo University.
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IV: FUIW PRIZE FOR UNIVERSITY RESEARCH

FUIW Prize for University Research

As part of the pursuit of the goals set in the Charter of the FUIW concerning the promo-
tion of university scientific research in all disciplines; and given the FUIW General
Secretariat's conviction of the important role the promotion of scientific research plays in
anchoring the foundations of the Islamic civilization, and pursuant to the recommenda-
tions of the 15th Executive Council (Baku, 10-11 May 2010) concerning the FUIW Prize
for University  Research, the General Secretariat invited the Member Universities to nomi-
nate research works for the Prize devoted this year to “Scientific Research and Technology
Localization in the Islamic World”. This is part of the General Secretariat's continued
efforts to encourage university research in all disciplines, in such a way as to meet the cur-
rent and future needs of the Ummah, keep tuned to the latest developments, and address
current issues.

The General Secretariat received 91 nominations from 51 universities representing 22
countries, namely:

Jordan: 
- Zarka Private University;

- University of Jordan;

- Jordan University of Science and Technology;

- The Hashemite University.

United Arab Emirates: 
- College of Islamic and Arabic Studies

Syria: 
- Tishreen University

- University of Damascus

Palestine: 
- The Islamic University of Gaza;

- An-Najah National University;

- Al-Khalil University.

Libya: 
- Al-Asmarya University for Islamic Sciences;

- College of Islamic Daawa;

- Al-Tahadi University.
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Egypt:

- Menoufia University;

- Mansoura University;

- Helwan University

- Cairo University

- Tanta University

- Ain Shams University.

Morocco:

- University of Sidi Mohammed Ben Abdellah;

- University of Cadi Ayyad.

Azerbaijan: 

- Azerbaijan University

Indonesia:

- University of Indonesia;

- State Islamic University "Sunan Gunung Djati"

Iran:

- Iran University of Science and Technology;

- Tehran University of Medical Sciences & Health Services;

- K.N.T (Khaje Nassr Eddine Toossi) University of Technology;

- Islamic Azad University;

- Isfahan University of Technology.

Pakistan: 

- University of the Punjab;

- Quaid-i-Azam University;

- University of Agriculture;

- Bahauddin Zakariya University;

Turkey:

- Gazi University

Saudi Arabia:

- King Saud University 
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Sudan:

- Sudan University for Science & Technology

Iraq:

- University of Mosul;

- University of Thi- Qar

- University of Basrah.

Oman:

- Sultan Qaboos University

Kuwait:

- Kuwait University

Malaysia:

- Universiti Selangor;

- Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris;

- Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia;

- University Putra Malaysia.

Yemen:

- University of Science & Technology

Russia:

- Russian Islamic University

Burkina Faso:

- University of Ouagadougou

Pursuant to the relevant decision of the 15th FUIW Executive Council (Baku, 10-11
May 2010), and the relevant resolution of the 5th FUIW General Conference (Baku,
12-13 May 2010) whereby Al-Imam Muhammed Ibn Saud Islamic University was chosen
to host the General Secretariat of the FUIW Prize for University Research, an academic
committee was established by the University to assess the research works submitted
according to the following criteria:

1. Innovation and originality;

2. The researcher's contribution to serving the Islamic world's causes. 

3. Relevance of the reach work to “Scientific Research and Technology Localization
in the Islamic World”.
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4. Academic and professional record of the research.

After having considered and assessed the research works nominated, the committee
announced the winners as follows:

- First best research work: Prof. Dr Abdul-Fattah Mustafa Al-Sayed Ghanima,
Professor of the history of science and technology, Manoufia University, Arab
Republic of Egypt ;

- Second best research work: Prof. Dr Muhammad Ashfaq, Dean of the Faculty of
Agriculture, University of Agriculture Faisalabad, Islamic Republic of Pakistan;

- Third best research work: Dr Awatef Bint Ahmed Hindi, Associate Professor,
Faculty of Science, Department of Physics, King Saud University, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.
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V- STUDIES AND PUBLICATIONS 

Publication of Issue No. 8 of the FUIW Journal “Al-Jamia”

The FUIW published the eighth issue of the Al-Jamia Journal. This recent issue featured
several research papers that have presented during the International Academic Symposium
organized by the FUIW in Khartoum in 2010, on the theme entitled: "Knowledge
Complementarity". These highly important research papers have been prepared by dis-
tinguished elite of seasoned and well-versed university professors with extensive expe-
rience in teaching and university education and in identifying problems and constraints
that adversely impact the performance of university and the effectiveness of higher edu-
cation in general. In these papers, they provide an in-depth analysis of the issues raised
by this topic.
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VI- DISPATCH OF TEACHERS 

As part of ISESCO's Programme for the Development of Arabic Teaching to Non-
Arabic Speakers in university departments and educational institutions of the Member
States and outside the Islamic world ( African region, the West and America, and the
Asian region);

And as part of cooperation and partnership with educational bodies and institutions
and university departments specializing in Arabic teaching to non-Arabic speakers in
Member States and non-member States, the FUIW and ISESCO dispatched highly
competent professors to the following institutions and university centers:

Islamic University- Mombasa  

King Faisal University 

ISESCO Delegation at the Union

of Comoros

ISESCO Educational Center in Chad

University of Mogadishu 

Multidisciplinary University Center  

Islamic University of Niger 

Muhyiddine Association in Nigeria 

Bayero University, Kano 

Muslim Youth Center 

The Philippine Muslim Women's

Association (PHILMUSLIMA)

Islamic Association 

Islamic Cultural Institution  

Islamic Cultural Center 

Chinguitt Modern University

University of General Lansana

Conté 

World Institute for Training of

Imams and Preachers 

Imam Abi Hanifa Islamic

University 

Culture Ministry 

Mombasa- Kenya

Chad

Union of Comoros

Chad

Somalia

Burkina Faso

Niger

Nigeria

Nigeria

Philippines
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Evaluation of the performance of member universities

As part of the FUIW programme regarding dispatching of experts to shore up capacities
and assess member universities' academic, administrative and financial performance, the
aim being also to enhance the quality of Islamic university education, ensuring com-
pliance with specificities and universal standards; and in implementation of the quality
and accreditation standards set by the Federation to reach the highest possible levels of
excellence and competitiveness at Islamic university education; Dr Nasr Mohamed Arif,
Director of the Islamic World Studies Institute of Zayed University, United Arab
Emirates, paid a work visit to the Chinguitt Modern University in the Islamic Republic
of Mauritania, from 27 January through 1 February 2011, during which he met the
University's President, along with his assistants, heads of departments, academic officials
and students. During this visit, Dr Arif was presented with a detailed report on the esta-
blishment of the university, development phases and future prospects, teaching methods,
action plans, research works and academic dissertations.

A roundtable was also held on the issues associated with the newly scientific roles uni-
versities can take in the world, as well as the scientific challenges facing universities in the
Islamic world, and mechanisms to promote university institutions across the Islamic
world.

At the end of his mission, the expert submitted a report on the university's educational
and academic performance, along with proposals and recommendations to improve it.
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VII- MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES

1. Exchange of visits between the heads and professors of FUIW
membe Universities

As part of the exchange of visits among professors of member Universities, and in an

endeavor to support scientific communication, promote cultural exchange and develop

intellectual interdependence among institutions with common scientific and cultural

activity, the Mohammed V University in Agdal (Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco) admitted

Mr Tariq Mohamed Touari, professor of Tafsir and Hadith at Faculty of Sharia and

Islamic Studies of Kuwait University, to participate in academic and cultural activities

and deliver lectures at the host university over the period between 27/01/2011 and

20/02/2011. Likewise, Mr Oualid Khaled Sheikhi, professor of Comparative Fiqh and

Sharia Policy at Kuwait University, has been assigned to the Mohammed V University

on an academic leave, starting from the beginning of the academic year 2011-2012, in

order to make use of the documents, references, activities and programmes available at

the University.

2. Providing universities with FUIW publications

The FUIW has been actively engaged in the promotion of its efforts by providing member

Universities with the FUIW journal and publications.

3. Broadening FUIW membership

In line with the recommendations of the Executive Council calling on the General Secre-

tariat to invite Universities to become members of the Federation, to promote Islamic

university joint action, the General Secretariat engaged with several universities and, up

to February 20011, received 30 applications for membership.

4. Corresponding with member universities on the payment of their
contributions and arrears:

In line with the recommendations of the Executive Council and the General Conference

calling upon the Secretary General to carry on his efforts to urge member universities to

pay up their contributions and arrears; and in implementation of the resolution issued

by the General Conference, which exempts the universities from their arrears accruing

since their adhesion to the FUIW provided they pay their contributions for the years

2007 and 2009 in full, the FUIW's Secretariat has maintained intensive contact with

member universities, exhorting them to honor their obligations and inviting them to

benefit from the said resolution of the General Conference.
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL ON THE
ACTIVITIES OF THE FUIW'S GENERAL SECRETARIAT

BETWEEN THE 16TH AND 17TH SESSIONS OF THE
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Introduction:

The Secretary General of the Federation of the Universities of the Islamic World (FUIW)
is pleased to present to the 17th session of the Executive Council this report which reviews
the activities carried out over the period from April 2011 to March 2012 by the FUIW's
General Secretariat, as part of the implementation of the Action Plan for the Years 2010-
2012.

The 17th session of the Federation's Executive Council is held at a time when the FUIW
has made important progress in the implementation of the Action Plan for the Years
2010-2012, as part of the General Secretariat's continued efforts to implement the
Executive Council's general policy and guidelines and give substance to its recommen-
dations and decisions concerning the programmes scheduled under the Action Plan,
particularly with regard to reinforcing cooperation ties and partnership among member
universities, addressing the issues of higher education in the Islamic world, tuning it to
the latest developments in the field, and making the best of it in addressing contemporary
issues amidst the huge information and technological revolution in such a way as to
develop such a vital sector in the member universities.

Therefore, the report features the major activities implemented by the Federation, with
a special focus on the following topics:

● Developing cooperation and partnership among the member universities;

● Addressing higher education issues in the Islamic world;

● Higher education and contemporary issues.

These themes were addressed through activities under following axis

I. Convening Conferences, Symposia and Meetings

II. Participation in Conferences; Symposia and Meetings

III. Exchanging Visits 

IV. The FUIW Prize for University Research

V. Studies and Publications 

VI. Provision of Faculty Teachers for short term

VII. Miscellaneous Activitie
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I. CONVENING CONFERENCES, SYMPOSIA AND
MEETINGS

1. Second Meeting of the ISLAMIC Virtual University's Board of
Trustees (ISESCO Regional office in Sharjah, 9-10 March 2011)

The Islamic Virtual University's Board of Trustees held its 2nd session at ISESCO Regional
Office in Sharjah, on 9-10 March 2011. This session was devoted to taking the necessary
measures and determining the suitable means to launch this project which falls in line
with the FUIW's projects and activities.

Chief among the objectives of the IVU were stepping up educational, scientific and cul-
tural cooperation among the universities of the Islamic world, promoting knowledge,
using ICT and the internet to achieve quality education, benefiting from the expertise
of proficient professors, enabling student researchers to interact easily with professors in
member universities and carry out scientific projects through cooperation among member
universities, linking specialists, professors and researchers with the FUIW, and allowing
for information exchange.

The IVU's Board of trustees is made up of fifteen (15) members from the member uni-
versities of the FUIW and funding institutions in the Islamic world.

During this meeting, a report on the IVU's activities during 2010 was presented, the
guidelines of a draft action plan were discussed, and the obligations of the member uni-
versities and funding institutions to the project were determined.

Also, the IVU's membership was discussed, the meeting's final report was drawn up and
discussed to be submitted to the Executive Council's meeting, and the decision of the
FUIW's Secretary General about appointing the IUV's rector was endorsed.

It is worth mentioning that the FUIW's Executive Council had adopted, in its 14th session
in June 2009, at Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University in Riyadh, the project of
the IVU, with its academic, administrative, financial and legal aspects, and invited the IVU's
Board of Trustees to convene and take the necessary measures to launch the project.

2. Experts Meeting on Developing Executive Action Plan to Determine
Training Needs and Ensure Quality in Islamic World Universities
(Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: 27-28 June 2011)

The Federation of the Universities of the Islamic World (FUIW) and the Islamic
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO), in cooperation with the
Islamic Committee on Quality and Accreditation in the International Islamic University
Malaysia (IIUM), held an experts meeting in Kuala Lumpur to devise an executive action
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plan to determine the training needs and ensure quality in the universities of the Islamic

world, on 27-28 June 2011.

This meeting was aimed at devising the strategic plan and executive action plans to

determine the types of training member universities need and the budget required for

their implementation, and select the experts that would contribute to improving quality

in the universities and training human resources in quality and accreditation.

Taking part in this meeting were experts from Delmon University for Science and Tech-

nology in Bahrain, Assiut University in Egypt, Azerbaijan State Economic University,

Islamic University in Uganda, University of Science and Technology in Yemen, as well

as experts from Malaysia.

Chief among the recommendations of this meeting were adopting the Framework Action

Plan and the Executive Action Plan devised by the Islamic Committee on Accreditation

and Quality (ICAQ), entrusting the ICAQ with developing the Final Executive Plan and

submitting it to the FUIW's General Secretariat and ISESCO for ratification, claiming

financial support from the relevant funding parties, assigning the ICAQ to coordinate

with the FUIW's General Secretariat to find practical mechanisms for the implementation

of the Action Plan, and inviting the FUIW to cooperate with the ICQA to establish a

uniform academic accreditation framework for the member universities, which would

gradually integrate it and create incentives to promote its use.

The other recommendations of the meeting were setting up a project to facilitate professors'

transition among the member universities to share expertise, as part of community service,

establishing a database on experts and specialists who would contribute to the imple-

mentation of the training plan in quality, and disseminating it on Member Universities,

in order to facilitate cooperation and training in the fields of quality and accreditation.

3. International Conference on Islam in Africa: Ideologies, Historical
Resources and Research Methods (Malaysia, 19-21 July 2011)

The FUIW, together with ISESCO and the International Islamic University Malaysia

(IIUM), held an international conference on “Islam in Africa: Ideologies, Historical

Resources and Research Methods”, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on 19-21 July 2011.

The participants in this conference included thinkers, experts and researchers from the

universities of the Islamic world, who discussed about 60 research papers in Arabic and

English, on various topics, such as ways in which Islam was spread in Africa, political

migration and its impact on the spread of Islam in the African continent, role of scientific

research in African universities in enriching Islamic civilization, Islam and Muslims in

Africa: a descriptive study, the civilizational dimension of the Islamic intellectual heritage
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in Muslim Africa, language communication and clash of identity in West Africa, Arab

manuscripts in Africa, Islamic Arab resources regarding African history as well as other

research papers pertinent to the general theme.

The Conference recommended the encouragement of dialogue between Islam and

other religions in the African continent, and facilitation of contact between researchers

and experts on issues relating to Islam and Muslims in Africa.

4. Training Session on the Digitization of African Languages Written
in Arabic Script and Design of Educational Materials (Khartoum,
Sudan, 11 September - 10 November 2011)

The FUIW and ISESCO, in cooperation with the International University of Africa (IUA),

held a training session in Khartoum on “the Digitization of African Languages Written

in Arabic Script and Design of Educational Materials”, during the period from 11

September to 10 November 2011. 

The experts that supervised this session trained participants in the design of written

materials and textbooks intended for the general education and literacy of children and

adults in the local languages written in the Standardized Arabic Script.

Students from Kenya, Niger, Nigeria, Guinea and Sudan, representing such languages as

Swahili, Somali, Luganda, Zarma, Hausa, Fulani, Nubian, Mandinka and Beja participated

in the training and were awarded a diploma in African languages written in Arabic Script,

which equals a graduate diploma.

Also, the fifth meeting of the follow-up committee on Arabic script project was held by

the FUIW and ISESCO, in collaboration with the IVA, on 12-14 September 2011.

This meeting was held to follow up on the different steps of the project, shed more light

on it, examine the evaluation report that was drawn up on it and agree on an Action Plan

and Budget of the project for the next three years.

This meeting saw the participation of representatives of the Islamic Development Bank

(IDB), the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO),

Munazzamat al-Da'wa al-Islamiia and the International University of Africa (IUA).

The committee recommended the adoption of the evaluation report after it has studied

it and made some observations regarding it. It also recommended the adoption of the

Draft Action Plan and Budget, and invitation of ISESCO to establish an independent

unit for the project.
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5. Academic Conference on “The High Islamic Educational Values
in the 21st Century”, (Ufa, Republic of Bashkortostan, 22-23 Sep-
tember 2011)

The FUIW, in collaboration with the Russian Islamic University, in the Republic of
Bashkortostan, and the Bashkir State University in Ufa, held an academic conference on
“The High Islamic Educational Values in the 21st Century”, on 22-23 September 2011,
at the Russian Islamic University, in Ufa, the Russian Federation.

The conference brought together a host of intellectuals and specialized experts from the
Russian Federation and Central Asian republics.

The participants discussed such important axes as the Islamic philosophical, intellectual
and educational values, the Islamic values for the family and the child, the role of
ISESCO in coordinating cooperation among Islamic, educational and scientific centers,
the issues pertaining to the organization of religious education in Russia, and the dialogue
among religions in Russia in light of the Russian community's spiritual enlightenment.

On the sidelines of the conference, a roundtable on the youth and religion in the 21st

century and the relation between religion and state was held.

The conference issued a number of resolutions calling for further cooperation among
ISESCO, the FUIW and the Russian educational institutions, especially with regard to
Arabic language and Islamic education teaching and imams training; reinvigorating the
scientific and cultural heritage of the Muslim community in Russia and its environs, sharing
expertise on higher education and scientific research; establishing scientific chairs; holding
specialized symposia, conferences, training sessions and seminars; increasing efforts for
an effective, organized international cooperation with educational centers leaders in
Islamic sciences and education through the use of the resources of ISESCO and the FUIW;
benefiting from the Islamic educational institutions outside the Islamic world in training,
practice and increasing linguistic fluency; improving the national religious educational
institutions in Russia and enabling them to award high diplomas (M.A. and PhD).

The conference also recommended that universities should increase the number of trainees,
improve their capacities and improve the competence of the teaching staff in the fields
of history and Islamic culture and train them to become able to work with NGOs ope-
rating in fields pertaining to the youth, women, education and religion.

6. International Conference on Islamic Civilization and the Malay
Identity (National University of Malaysia (NUM), 14-15 November
2011)

The FUIW and ISESCO, in collaboration with the Faculty of Islamic Studies in NUM,
held an international conference on “The Islamic Civilization and the Malay Identity”,
at the university's campus, on 14-15 November 2011, in Malaysia.
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This conference was aimed at discussing issues relevant to the Islamic civilization and
the Malay identity, shedding light at and sharing the outcome of the researches conducted
on Islamic civilization and the Malay identity, putting forward practical proposals for
entrenching the Malay identity in the Islamic civilization, and promoting joint action
with regard to research papers and studies on Islamic civilization and Malay identity.

The conference brought together scholars, researchers, professors and students concerned
with Islamic civilization and the Malay identity.

Chief among the resolutions of this conference were promoting scientific cooperation
among member universities on the role of modern Islamic civilization, providing sup-
port to Islamic researches and studies on civilization and national identity, opening up
onto all universities and research centers specialized in the field, and providing assis-
tance to researchers with regard to publishing their scientific papers on civilization and
national identity in all the Islamic countries.

7. Educational symposium on “The Role of Virtual Universities in
Achieving Education for All and Continuing Education” (Cairo,
21-24 November 2011)

The FUIW and ISESCO, in collaboration with the Egyptian National Commission for
Education, Culture and Science and the Egyptian Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research, held an educational symposium on “The Role of Virtual Universities
in Achieving Education for All and Continuing Education”, in Cairo, on 21-24 November
2011.

The seminar gathered forty (40) experts in ICT and e-learning as well as officials of virtual
universities from Saudi Arabia, Syria, Morocco, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, Tunisia
and Palestine together with twenty (20) representatives of Egyptian universities.

This symposium was aimed at discussing the role of virtual universities and their educa-
tional functions, introducing the working systems, laws and structures of these universities,
taking stock of the experiences of the participating countries with regard to the role of
virtual universities in achieving education for all and continuing education; identifying
their working mechanisms and discussing the roles of infrastructure and e-learning centers
in carrying out the duties of virtual universities; and determining the roles of the teaching
and administrative staff.

Such important axes as the virtual university and its educational roles, the regulations
and structures of the virtual universities, the reality of virtual universities in the partici-
pating countries; education activities in virtual university and their role in achieving
education for all and continuing education; and laws and systems of using the internet
to counter cyber crimes and plagiarism, were discussed.
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The symposium issued such important recommendations as providing the necessary

resources to contribute effectively to the development of virtual universities, setting Arab

standards to ensure the quality of the programs taught by virtual universities; abiding by

international standards to improve education materials and electronic content, establishing

new cooperation channels among the Arab countries in the fields of virtual universities;

and coordinating among the Arab states to issue guarantees that virtual universities

would comply with international standards.

8. Academic Conference on Innovative Movements in Islam (Russian
Islamic University, Kazan, 1-2 December 2011)

The FUIW and ISESCO, in collaboration with the Islamic University in Kazan, Kazan

Federal University, held an academic conference on “Innovative Movements in Islam”, at

the Russian Islamic University, Kazan, on 1-2 December 2011.

The conference brought together a host of scholars, researchers and representatives of

scientific research institutions in Russia and its neighboring regions, and sought to strike

a balance between the requirements of modern civilization and Islamic religion, reinvi-

gorate the historical heritage of the Islamic Ummah, and promote Islamic spirit in the

modern times.

It was also aimed at determining means to overcome the obstacles impeding the unders-

tanding of the Islamic heritage, determining the educational systems suitable for modern

Islamic education, and removing obstacles facing the new generation and hampering it

from harmonizing the Islamic religion trends and the requirements of modern life.

9. First Meeting of the Members Appointed in the Islamic Virtual
University's Board of Trustees (ISESCO Regional Office in Sharjah,
26 December 2011)

The FUIW held the First Meeting of the Members Appointed in the Islamic Virtual

University's Board of Trustees on 26 December 2011, at ISESCO Regional Office in

Sharjah, in the United Arab Emirates.

The meeting brought together representatives of the FUIW's General Secretariat, the

IDB, the Islamic University in Uganda (IUIU), Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic

University, and the Project Director of the Islamic Virtual University.

The meeting was aimed at studying a detailed report on the activities carried out by the

University after the second meeting of the Islamic Virtual University's Board of Trustees,

including the executive activities and the programs which would be implemented as part

of the project; examining the details of cooperation with Kyrgyzstan University, and
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looking into the details of the Arabic program which would be carried out by the Islamic

Virtual University in cooperation with Al-Azhar University, as well the details of the

potential cooperation with the Islamic Azad University's branch in Oxford,  the United

Kingdom.

Then, the Board's members discussed the University's new strategy and underlined the

central role the university plays in improving education in the Islamic world. They also

drew up the guidelines of the University's new strategies, and agreed that the IVU's rector,

in consultation with the FUIW's General Secretariat, would choose an experts team,

proposed by Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University, the IDB, the Islamic Azad

University, the Islamic University in Uganda and the FUIW's General Secretariat, and

entrust it with studying and reviewing the Draft Action Plan and with drawing up its

final version and submitting it to the forthcoming meeting at ISESCO Regional Office

in Sharjah.

10. Sub-regional workshop on Designing Educational Curricula and
Training Programs on Digitization of Local Languages Written
in the Quranic script (Niamey, Niger, 9-13 January 2012)

The FUIW and ISESCO, in collaboration with the Islamic University of Niger, held a

sub-regional workshop on Designing Education Curricula and Training Programs on

Digitization of Local Languages Written in the Quranic Script, from 9 to 13 January

2012, at the Islamic University of Niger, in Niamey.

The workshop, which was held within the framework of the FUIW/ISESCO's Chair of

Writing Local Languages in the Quranic Script at the Islamic University of Niger, was

aimed at preserving the Islamic heritage written in the Quranic script, linking the

Quranic script to teaching the Holy Quran and Islamic culture, using the Quranic script

to address the needs of the contemporary society, training the staff working in the fields

of education and publishing in using new technologies to write national languages in the

Quranic script, including the teaching of national languages in public education, higher

education and post-literacy programs, studying the program developed by Iqraa Center

for Vocational Training at the Islamic University of Niger and putting forward recom-

mendations whereof.

The workshop discussed such important axes as development means of software to use

the Quranic script in the educational and cultural fields, establishment of educational

computer programs in the local languages written in the Quranic script, development of

software for teaching and publishing materials in the Quranic script, and the use of the

Quranic script to teach the Holy Quran and the Arabic language.
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Also, the workshop examined the program of the Quranic script division in Iqraa Center

for Vocational Training in the Islamic University of Niger, in preparation for its imple-

mentation in the university, within the framework of the FUIW/ISESCO's Chair of

Writing Local Languages in the Quranic Script at the Islamic University of Niger.

The workshop gathered educational programs specialists, educational planners, developers

of literacy, public education and higher education programs, cultural personalities, media

pundits, students, professors, researchers in cultural heritage and manuscripts, as well as

educational software developers from Niger, Burkina Faso, Mali and Nigeria.

At the close of its proceedings, the workshop called for adopting and providing financial

and technical support for the program of the Quranic Script Division devised by Iqraa

Center for Vocational Training, establishing centers for standardized Arabic script, pro-

viding these centers with financial and human resources, devising a guide on African lan-

guages transcription in the standardized Arabic script, accompanying the guide with

phonetic recordings of those languages, making a keyboard for every language, encou-

raging the use of the standardized Arabic script in the relevant African countries through

the establishment of local community associations to publicize its use in writing local

languages. 

Furthermore, the participating experts urged the IDB and the Arab organizations spe-

cialized in education and literacy to provide support and expertise for African countries

in the field of literacy promotion using the standardized Arabic script, incorporating the

standardized Arabic script in elementary education curricula, improving the authorship

of books that teach Muslim peoples' African languages written in the Arabic script, in

line with the modern educational and technical rules of authorship.

11. Experts Meeting to Study Draft Action Plan of the Islamic Virtual
University (ISESCO Regional Office in Sharjah, 7-8 March 2012)

The FUIW, in collaboration with the Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University,

held an experts meeting to study the Draft Action Plan of the Islamic Virtual University,

at ISESCO Regional Office in Sharjah, on 7-8 March 2012.

The meeting brought together experts from the FUIW, Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud

Islamic University, the Islamic Azad University, the IDB and the Islamic University in

Uganda.

This meeting was aimed at studying the Draft Action Plan of the IVU, which was drawn

up by a team of experts selected by Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University. Also,

this meeting discussed the IVU's feasibility study, based on the market study, the

evaluation of reality, and the surrounding environment and the available resources. It
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also examined the University's potential for self-funding to develop its roles, and defined
the IVU's academic courses and e-services for the universities of the Islamic world, and
examined the IVU's laws, regulations and structures.

Besides, the IVU's Draft Action Plan determined the roles of the teaching staff and elec-
tronic education administration in fulfilling the IVU's tasks, and developing its regu-
lations and structures.

At the end, the meeting decided to create a committee to establish the IVU in Sharjah,
assign the Project Director to devise reports on the equipments, programs and software
needed to get the University started, entrust Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic Uni-
versity with the drawing up of the report on the IVU's feasibility study and Action Plan,
to be submitted to the meeting of the IVU's Board of Trustees in April 2012.
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II. PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES; SYMPOSIA AND
MEETINGS

1. Participation in the 44th session of the Association of Arab Univer-
sities (Amman, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 15-16 March
2011)

The FUIW took part in the 44th General Conference of the Association of Arab Uni-
versities (AARU), held on 15-16 March 2011, in Amman, the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan.

During this meeting, the scientific and cultural committee discussed the Association's
reports on scientific associations, periodicals, symposia, conferences as well as on coope-
ration details with Arab and regional organizations. It also examined some universities'
membership applications to the Association.

Moreover, the administrative and organizational committee looked into the General
Secretariat's report on the Arab Council for the Training of Students of Arab Universities
(ACTSAU) and the Arab Council for Graduate Studies and Scientific Research (ACGSSR).

Furthermore, the financial committee examined the General Secretariat's report on the
Fund for Supporting Palestinian Universities, due contributions, the Association's final
account statement and Draft estimated budget for 2011.

Chief among the decisions the meeting took were: urging the universities to host the
activities of the ACGSSR and provide it with defended theses while committing to creati-
vity; and calling on the universities to make sure that the students selected for training
are sophomores that have had excellent grades. It also called for publishing the AARU's
periodical for applied sciences, moving its headquarters to another university, and
admitting some universities as working members and some others as participating members
in the AARU.

2. Participation in the 4th Global Meeting of the International Asso-
ciation of Universities on Internationalization of Higher Education
(New Delhi-India, 11-12 April 2011)

The FUIW took part in the 4th Global Meeting of the International Association of
Universities on Internationalization of Higher Education, in New Delhi, India, from 11
to 12 April 2011.

The meeting tackled issues related to education policies, academic cooperation, university
education programs at the international level, the challenges facing academic accreditation
and distance learning, and increasing chances of pursuing higher education.
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3. Participation in the 23rd Meeting of the Islamic University of Niger's
Board of Trustees (Niamey-Republic of Niger, 16-17 May 2011)

The FUIW took part in the 23rd meeting of the Islamic University of Niger's Board of
Trustees, on 16-17 May 2011, in Niamey, Niger.

During this meeting, the University's academic, administrative and financial reports as
well as its closing accounts were examined. Also, the university's annual plan and budget
were discussed.

It is worth mentioning that as part of the joint Islamic action, ISESCO provides annual
support to the Islamic University of Niger (IUN) through awarding scholarships to students,
dispatching Arabic and Islamic studies professors, holding training sessions on education
and culture and providing postgraduate scholarships for the teaching staff. Also, ISESCO
established, in the IUN, a Chair of Quranic Script, which held this year a regional work-
shop on Designing Educational Curricula and Training Programs on Digitization of
Local Languages Written in the Quranic script.

4. Participation in the 23rd meeting of the IUIU's Board of Trustees
(Kampala, Uganda, 8 June 2011)

The FUIW took part in the 23rd meeting of the Islamic University in Uganda's (IUIU)
Board of Trustees, in Uganda, on 8 June 2011.

During this meeting, a number of scientific and administrative projects related to the
IUIU, as well as the 22nd meeting's decisions and minutes were discussed. Also, the Uni-
versity's rector submitted a progress report to the committee's members on the Univer-
sity's activities and the problems it faced. Furthermore, the meeting studied the Islamic
University's draft budget for 2010-2011, the audit company's report for 2009-2010, as
well as the University's academic, scientific, financial and social prospects.

The meeting recommended expanding the majors available in the University as permitted
by its financial resources, underlining the importance of developing funding resources'
mechanisms, benefiting from the University's farm by turning it into a center for agri-
cultural studies, and urging the competent parties to support the University in all areas.

5. Participation in the Yearly Meeting on Dialogue Policy to Ensure
Quality in the Arab Region (Abu Dhabi, the UAE, 13-15 December
2011)

The FUIW took part in the Yearly Meeting on Dialogue Policy to Ensure Quality in the
Arab Region, held by the Arab Network for Quality Assurance in Abu Dhabi, the
United Arab Emirates, from 13 to 15 December 2011.
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The meeting focused on furthering cooperation among the organizations specialized in
quality education in the Arab region, exchanging knowledge and expertise on the orga-
nizations' activities in the region, coordinating the activities of the quality assurance
organizations to reduce duplication and overlap of their activities, setting standards for
assuring quality in the Arab region's higher education, and determining the challenges
faced by higher education in the Arab region and means to overcome them.

This meeting brought together international experts in quality assurance in higher edu-
cation, as well as several organizations and institutions concerned with quality from the
different Arab countries.

6. Participation in the 24th Meeting of the IUIU's Board of Trustees
(Kampala, Uganda, 17-18 February 2012)

The FUIW took part in the 24th meeting of the IUIU's Board of Trustees, held at the
University's campus in Kampala, Uganda, on 17-18 February 2012.

During this meeting, a number of reports and decisions of the Board of Trustees' 23rd

session were discussed. Among the reports the meeting examined were the report of the
University's rector on the University's activities, underway services and the problems it
faced, and his report on the academic year (2011-2012), which contained information
on educational programs, students' activities, science and academic projects, scientific
research, publishing, symposia, training sessions, the university's various administrative and
financial services, and the university's branches management. Furthermore, the meeting
discussed the developments of the oral history documentation center establishment project
in the IUIU through a financial grant given by the FUIW and ISESCO, and looked into
reports of the University's financial and pricing committee, the appointments committee,
estate, planning and development committee, the head of students' union, King Fahd
Complex's administration, and external audit companies.

It is worth mentioning that the 18 February 2012 was the graduation day of the Univer-
sity's 19th group, which comprised 1613 students.
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III. EXCHANGING VISITS 

1. Visit by a Delegation from the International Islamic University
Malaysia (IIUM) to the FUIW and ISESCO:

A delegation from the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) (member of the
FUIW) made a visit to the FUIW, ISESCO and some Moroccan universities, over the
period from 30 October to 4 November 2011. The delegation was headed by Dr Zaleha
bt Kamarudin, the University's rector, and included the vice-rector, the international
relations official, dean of information faculty and a number of other officials.

This visit fell in line with the FUIW's program for visits exchange among the teaching
staff of the member universities.

Meetings held within the framework of this visit focused on promoting cooperation
relations with regard to holding specialized symposia and workshops, awarding scholar-
ships, exchanging visits, improving capacities and assuring quality in higher education.

Also, the delegation visited a number of Moroccan universities in Fez, Ifran, Meknes and
Rabat to foster cooperation relations with them in their areas of competence.

2. Visit by the Sudan's delegation to the FUIW and ISESCO

On 18-19 October 2011, Dr Souad Abderrazik Mohammed Sayyed, Sudan's State Mi-
nister of Education and Public Education made a visit to ISESCO, where she was received
by Dr Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, ISECO Director General, the FUIW's General
Secretary.

During this visit, talks focused on promoting cooperation relations between ISESCO,
the FUIW and the Sudanese Ministry of Education and Public Education, as well as on
other issues of common interest.

The Sudanese Minister also met with the heads of ISESCO's directorates and the
FUIW's General Secretariat to consider the possibility of cooperation in implementing
some programs.
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IV: FUIW PRIZE FOR UNIVERSITY RESEARCH

In a bid to achieve the objectives of the FUIW's charter on improving university scien-
tific researches; being conscious of the importance of scientific research to strengthen
the cultural bases of the Islamic Ummah; and in an attempt to activate the resolutions
of the 15th session of the Executive Council, held in Baku, on 10-11 May 2010, on
“FUIW Prize for University Research”;

And as part of the FUIW's efforts to improve the scientific research and link them to the
Islamic world's development and cultural requirements, and encourage the researchers
of the member Islamic universities to highlight their works in the field of scientific
research;

The FUIW, in collaboration with Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University (Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia), devoted a prize for university research to promote university researches,
serve the present and future interests of the Islamic Ummah, and keep abreast of the new
developments. The nomination to this Prize is made on the basis of the total works
(scientific papers, field studies, etc) of the competing researchers. Invitations were exten-
ded to member universities to participate in the prize which was devoted to the subject
of “Impediments to Creativity and How They Can Be Surmounted in the Universities
of the Islamic World”.

Based on the resolution taken by the FUIW's General Conference during its 5th session
(Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan, 12-14 May 2010), about Imam Muhammad ibn Saud
Islamic University's approval to host the General Secretariat of the FUIW's Prize for
University Research, and about welcoming its offer to provide financial, scientific and
administrative facilitations to promote the prize in coordination with the FUIW's
General Secretariat, the universities that participated that year in the Prize were directly
linked to Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University, which received the nominations
from the universities, and formed a specialized scientific committee to study the research
papers nominated for the 2011 Prize. After deliberations with the FUIW, the winners
were announced.
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V- STUDIES AND PUBLICATIONS

Publication of Issue No. 9 of the FUIW Journal “Al-Jamia”

The FUIW published the ninth issue of Al-Jamia Journal. This recent issue featured
several research papers that were presented during the 'The International Conference on
Strategies of Scientific Research in the Universities of the Muslim World: Reality and
Prospects”, which was held by the FUIW in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from 6 to 8 July
2010. These highly important research papers were prepared by distinguished elite of
well-versed university professors with extensive experience in teaching and university
education and in identifying problems and constraints that adversely impact the perfor-
mance of university and the effectiveness of higher education in general. 

This issue comprised 6 research papers (three papers in Arabic and three in English) pre-
pared by ten (10) researchers from Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Iran, Malaysia and Nigeria.
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VI- PROVISION OF FACULTY TEACHERS FOR SHORT TERM

As part of ISESCO's Program for the Development of Arabic Teaching to Non-Arabic
Speakers in university departments and educational institutions of the Member States and
outside the Islamic world (African region, the West and America, and the Asian region); 

And as part of cooperation and partnership with educational bodies and institutions
and university departments specializing in Arabic teaching to non-Arabic speakers in
Member States and non-member States;

The FUIW and ISESCO have dispatched highly competent professors to the following
institutions and university centers:

Islamic University- Mombasa  

King Faisal University 

ISESCO Delegation to the Union

of Comoros 

ISESCO Educational Center in

Chad 

University of Mogadishu 

Multidisciplinary University Center  

Islamic University of Niger 

Muhyiddine Association 

Bayero University, Kano 

Muslim Youth Center 

The Philippine Muslim Women's

Association (PHILMUSLIMA)

Islamic Association 

Islamic Cultural Institution  

Islamic Cultural Center 

Chinguitt Modern University

University of General Lansana

Conté 

World Institute for Training of

Imams and Preachers 

Imam Abi Hanifa Islamic

University 

Culture Ministry 

Al Furqan University

Mombasa- Kenya

Chad

The Union of Comoros

Chad

Somalia

Burkina Faso

Niger

Nigeria

Nigeria

The Philippines

The Philippines

Peru

Venezuela

Costa Rica

Mauritania

Guinea

Côte d'Ivoire

Tajikistan

Tajikistan

Côte d'Ivoire

01

02

01

01

01

05

03

01

01

02

01

01

01

01

03

03

05

02

01

02

Name of educational institution Country
Number of dispatched

professors
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VII- MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES

1. Providing universities with the FUIW publications:

As part of the FUIW's efforts to publicize its efforts with regard to promoting scientific
research, it provided the member universities with the issue No.8 of the FUIW's journal,
and its other publications.

2. Broadening FUIW membership:

In line with the recommendation of the Executive Council calling on the General Sec-
retariat to invite Universities to become members of the Federation, to promote Islamic
university joint action, the General Secretariat addressed letters to several universities,
and until the moment of writing this report, it received (21) membership applications.

3. Corresponding with member universities about the payment of
their contributions and arrears:

In line with the recommendations of the Executive Council and the General Conference

calling upon the Secretary General to carry on his efforts to urge member universities to

pay up their contributions and arrears, the FUIW's General Secretariat addressed letters

to the member universities exhorting them to honor their obligations.


