
FINAL REPORT 

ExEcutivE council / 41st SESSion
Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

(ICESCO)

ICESCO Headquarters - Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco
16-17 Sha’ban 1442A.H / 30-31 March 2021 



FINAL REPORT 

ExEcutivE council / 41st SESSion
Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

(ICESCO)

ICESCO Headquarters - Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco
16-17 Sha’ban 1442A.H / 30-31 March 2021 



ExEcutivE council / 41st SESSion
Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

(ICESCO)

ICESCO Headquarters - Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco
16-17 Sha’ban 1442A.H / 30-31 March 2021 

FinAl REPoRt 

The Executive Council of the Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (ICESCO) held its 41st session at ICESCO headquarters in Rabat, 
Kingdom of Morocco, on 16-17 Sha’aban 1442 A.H. / 30-31 March 2021, through 
videoconference, given the state of health emergency in numerous countries as a 
result of the COVID- 19 pandemic, upon the approval of the majority of Member States 
to postpone the Council session from January to March 2021. The session saw the 
participation of Member States’ representatives in the Council, except the respective 
representatives of the Republic of Indonesia, People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria, 
Federal Republic of Somalia and Republic of the Gambia.

1.  The opening session was chaired by H.E. Dr. Nawwaf Al-Ajarmeh, Secretary General 
for Educational Affairs at the Ministry of Education of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan, Acting Chairman of the Council. In attendance also were H.E. Dr. Salim M. 
AlMalik, ICESCO Director General, and H.E. Prof. Dr. Ali Zeidan Abu Zuhri, President 
of the 13th Session of the General Conference of ICESCO.

2.  Following the recitation of verses from the Holy Quran, H.E. Dr. Salim M. AlMalik, 
ICESCO Director General, welcomed the Council members and conveyed his 
heartfelt thanks and appreciation to His Majesty King Mohammed VI, may Allah 
preserve him, and to his clear-sighted Government for their unstinting support to 
ICESCO. The Director General expressed his hope that ICESCO would have met 
the expectations of its Member States and their respective honorable leaders, in 
genuine service of the peoples of the Islamic world. The Director General added 
that despite the financial constraints and the limited human resources, ICESCO was 
able to score a large number of achievements that made it difficult for others to 
keep up with. The Organization, he stated, was bold when fear prevailed, active 
when hesitance reigned, faithful when faithfulness loosened, open when all doors 
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were shut, and supportive when the resources were scarce. Dr. AlMalik reaffirmed 
that ICESCO assumed its duties of supporting the educational process during the 
pandemic in more than 30 Member States; accorded due attention to culture through 
adopting the concept of distance culture and inscribing many Islamic world heritage 
sites; and supported science, technology and innovation. The Organization, Dr. 
AlMalik further stated, gave due attention to the human and social dimensions and 
sought to adopt the principles of peace and dialogue, protect childhood, provide 
assistance to people with disabilities and support young people and women issues, 
which was culminated in the proclamation of 2021 as the Year of Women, under the 
generous royal patronage of King Mohammed VI of Morocco. 

ICESCO also opened up to European and American countries to join ICESCO as 
Observer States and initiated partnerships with prominent institutions. Against this 
backdrop, His Excellency called on the Council members to closely support ICESCO 
and provide the desired consultation, exchange views with it and deliberate on 
its projects, programmes and initiatives. He also called on Council members to 
establish contact between the Organization and donors in their countries in a bid 
for ICESCO to join the ranks of major international organizations. 

The Director General reaffirmed that ICESCO will sustain, with the grace of Allah 
and thanks to the support of its Member States, its endeavors to keep up with 
variables, in anticipation of the future. He added that the Organization will carry 
on its efforts to embark on the fields of AI, Big Data, education, scientific research, 
promote the cultural identity of the Islamic world and its long-standing heritage, 
combat violence and extremism, build constructive civilizational dialogue, and fight 
for human and humanity rights. As for the financial matters, the Director General 
outlined a number of goals for 2021 notably, collecting 85 % of Member States’ 
contributions, increasing off-budget income to become three folds higher than 
the annual budget, and collecting at least 25 % of the arrears. At the close of his 
address, the Director General thanked the Council members.

3.  Thereafter, Dr. Nawwaf Al-Ajarmeh, Secretary General for Educational Affairs at 
the Ministry of Education in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Acting Chairman 
of the Executive Council, read out the address of H.E. Prof. Dr. Muhammad Khair 
Abu Qudeis, Jordanian Minister of Education, Higher Education and Scientific 
Research, President of the Jordanian National Commission for Education, Culture 
and Science, who was not able to attend the opening session of the Council 
following the death of his mother. In his address, Dr. Abu Qudeis commended 
the good preparation for this session of the Council which is important given 
its contribution to ensure the continuation of joint Islamic action in educational, 
scientific and cultural fields. Moreover, he highlighted that the global educational 
situation requires Member States to draw a new course and focus on the quality of 
education and its adaptability in a global environment that is constantly changing 
in face of new challenges. He also highlighted the achievements of many countries 
including the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in addressing the challenges of the 
COVID- 19 pandemic thanks to efficient use of technology and educational TV and 
radio channels to provide educational alternatives for students. In this regard, he 
underscored the need for gearing a number of programmes to focus on adapting 
education systems to the context of the pandemic, while calling on decision-makers 
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to take necessary measures to speed up transition to the digital school and provide 
adequate qualification for educational staff to enable them to make efficient use 
of AI applications in education. By the same token, Dr. Abu Qudeis expressed his 
support for the draft ICESCO Chairs Regulations while highly appreciating the 
important roles deployed by ICESCO in its areas of competence. He also expressed 
his hope that ICESCO would sustain its programmes on civilizational dialogue and 
the protection of heritage in Al-Quds Al-Sharif. 

At the close of his address, Dr. Abu Qudeis expressed the hope that the participants 
would issue decisions that positively and genuinely mirror the Organization’s action. 

4.  Afterwards, H.E. Dr. Ali Zeidan Abu Zuhri, President of the 13th Session of the General 
Conference of ICESCO, gave an address wherein he stated that ICESCO’s response 
to the challenges in face of the exceptional situation in 2020 was satisfactory in 
terms of the major achievements and leading initiatives it launched to meet Member 
States’ needs in the educational, scientific, cultural, humanitarian, and social fields. 
He recalled that these achievements require doubling the efforts and a teamwork 
spirit, while expressing his trust that the Organization would remain a beacon of 
outreach in education, science and culture, human rights advocacy, promotion of 
global intercultural dialogue and that it will continue discharging its outstanding 
roles through providing support and launching creative initiatives to mitigate 
the impact of school closure due to the pandemic, facilitate universal access to 
education and promote systemic incorporation of AI in education in order to help 
Member States achieve the 2030 Education Agenda.

Besides, Dr. Abu Zuhri commended the agenda of the current session of the 
Executive Council as it features key topics and documents, namely Charter of 
ICESCO National Commissions, ICESCO Chairs Regulations, Young Professionals 
Programme’s Regulations, Report on Regional Offices, the Draft Revised Vision of 
the Organization and other relevant regulatory and financial reports.

In addition, the President of the General Conference called on Member States’ 
National Commissions to boost their interaction on the interactive platform created 
by ICESCO to serve as a leading programme that enhances information and 
knowledge sharing and promotes learning from best practices. He then expressed 
his hope that ICESCO would sustain its support to the Palestinian people and Al-
Quds population in their struggle against the oppressive measures of the Israeli 
occupation by allocating more activities and projects for Palestine and Al-Quds. At 
the close of his address, Dr. Abu Zuhri hoped that the current session of the Council 
would be crowned with success.

5.  During the first working session, the acting Chairman of the Executive Council 
presented to the Council the Draft Agenda and the Draft Programme of this session 
which were adopted after deliberations. The Council members also conveyed their 
condolences to H.E. Prof. Dr. Muhammad Khair Abu Qudeis on the passing of his 
mother, beseeching Allah Almighty to rest her soul.

6.  The Director General presented ICESCO’s Activity Report for 2019 and 2020, 
wherein he outlined ICESCO’s major achievements during these two years. The 
Executive council adopted ICESCO’s Activity Report for 2019 and 2020, taking into 
consideration the observations of the Council members. The Council commended 
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the content of the Report which featured remarkable activities spanning the 
Organization’s areas of action and the axes of its action plan. The Council also 
called for expanding and promoting the areas of cooperation in programme 
implementation with regional and international and organizations, donors and 
Islamic and Arab institutions.

7.  The two representatives of ICESCO General Directorate presented the financial 
report and closing accounts. The representative of the audit company “Fidaroc Grant 
Thornton” presented the Company’s report, while the Chairman of the Financial 
Control Committee presented the Committee’s report for the financial year 2019.  
The Council adopted ICESCO’s Financial Report and Closing Accounts, Report of the 
Audit Company and Report of the Financial Control Committee for the Year 2019, 
and commended the General Directorate’s efforts to collect financial resources for 
the Organization and develop its working mechanisms; and invited it to sustain its 
fruitful efforts to attain further support for ICESCO’s activities. The Council also 
invited the General Directorate to intensify contact with charity institutions and 
donors and invite them to sustain their support so as to allow it to implement its 
projects and programmes for the benefit of Member States. The Council called 
upon the General Directorate to engage an international consultancy firm to be 
tasked with auditing all the accounts of the Organization since its inception, and 
submit a report on the matter to the upcoming session of the Council.

8.  Then, the Director General presented the Report on Member States’ Contributions 
to the Organization’s Budget and its Financial Situation for the Year 2019, which the 
Council adopted , taking into consideration the observations of the Council members. 
The Council thanked the Member States which paid in 2019 their contributions and 
arrears to ICESCO’s budget; and called on Member States having failed to pay 
their contributions or those with arrears to settle their situations, at their earliest 
convenience, to honor their obligations and enable the Organization to fully discharge 
its mission. The Council also invited the Director General to intensify contact with the 
Member States with arrears, through the National Commissions and the respective 
members of the General Conference and the Executive Council in order to collect 
those arrears and agree on practical mechanisms for payment thereof. 

9.  The representative of the General Directorate presented the Draft Revised Vision of 
ICESCO. The Executive Council adopted the Draft Vision taking into consideration 
the observations of the Council members, while commending the contents and 
orientations of the Vision and its spirit of renewal and comprehensiveness in 
anticipating educational, scientific, technological, cultural, social, and communication 
issues to ultimately achieve sustainable development. The Council also invited the 
Member States to support the Organization to adopt sound policies to address 
the challenges posed by global variables and lay down the appropriate future 
orientations.

10.  The Council members listened to the presentations on ICESCO’s sectorial projects 
for 2021, made by the heads of the  Sectors of Education, Science and Technology, 
Human and Social Sciences, Culture and Communication, and Partnerships and 
International Cooperation. The Council adopted ICESCO’s sectorial projects for 
2021, taking into consideration the observations of the Council members.
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11.  The representative of the General Directorate presented the Draft Regulations of 
ICESCO’s Chairs. The Council adopted the Draft Regulations of ICESCO’s Chairs 
taking into consideration the observations of the Council members, and called on 
Member States to adopt the Programme to support the efforts of the institutions 
of higher education and scientific research to develop their research programmes 
and keep up with the knowledge production movement at the international level.

12.  The representative of the General Directorate presented the Draft Regulations of 
the Young Professionals Programme. The Council adopted the Draft Regulations 
and called on Member States to adopt it in order to enable young competencies in 
the Islamic world to benefit from ICESCO’s expertise in one of its sectors, centers 
and departments and allow them to acquire additional skills likely to facilitate their 
integration into the labor market.

13.  The representative of the General Directorate presented the Draft Charter of 
Member States’ National Commissions for ICESCO. The Council adopted the Draft 
Charter  and  commended the efforts of the General Directorate to prepare this 
document in order to consolidate cooperation ties between the Organization and 
Member States’ ministries and structures and promote their roles in identifying 
Member States’ needs and contributing to their development in the Organization’s 
areas of competence.

14.  The representative of the General Directorate presented the Report on the 
implementation of ICESCO’s New Organizational Structure and the Relevant 
Development Proposals. Two presentations were also made on the Center of 
Civilizational Dialogue and the Center of the Islamic World Heritage. The Council 
adopted the Report on the implementation of ICESCO’s New Organizational 
Structure and the Relevant Development Proposals, and thanked the General 
Directorate for preparing this report to rebuild ICESCO’s Organizational Structure 
in order to keep up with international variables likely to improve the Organization’s 
performance to be at the forefront of specialized international organizations.

15.  The representative of the company “Karizma Conseil” made a presentation on the 
digitization and modernization of ICESCO’s working system. The Council adopted 
the digitization and modernization of ICESCO’s working system, taking into 
consideration the observations of the Council members, and called on the General 
Directorate to continue upgrading the working system of the Organization for it 
to join the ranks of international organizations and allow it to fully discharge its 
missions.

16.  The representative of the General Directorate presented the Report on the 
Performance and Efficiency of ICESCO’s Regional Offices, Delegations and 
External Centers, and Proposals to Develop their Working Mechanisms. The 
Council adopted the Report and thanked the General Directorate for preparing 
it to ensure the contribution of these bodies in the achievement of the goals of 
ICESCO’s new vison, participate in the implementation of the Organization’s 
projects and programmes, and promote the Organization’s status in their 
respective seat countries and geographical scopes. 
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17.  Based on the offer of the Arab Republic of Egypt to host the 42nd Session of 
the Council and within the framework of Egypt’s hosting of ICESCO General 
Conference, the Council decided to hold its 42nd Session in Cairo, Arab Republic of 
Egypt, in December 2021. 

18.  Further to the request submitted by the representative of the Kingdom of 
Morocco at the Executive Council to form a commission from among the Council 
members to be tasked with processing the complaints that the Moroccan National 
Commission has received from a number of ICESCO staff members who have 
ceased working at the Organization, the Council decided that these grievances  
will be considered only when the General Directorate receives written complaints 
from the persons concerned to whom it shall subsequently submit its responses 
thereon. The complaints as well as the responses of the General Directorate shall 
be submitted to the upcoming session of the Executive Council.
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