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1. With the help of Allah, the Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and 

Scientific Research held its 8th session, in Bamako, under the high patronage of His 

Excellency Mr Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 

1438 A.H., corresponding to 14 November 2016, on the theme of “Higher Education: 

Quality and Suitability”. 

2. The opening session of the Conference was presided over by H.E Mr Modibo Keita, 

Head of the government of the Republic of Mali, with the presence of H.E. Dr 

Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, Director General of the Islamic Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization (ISESCO); H.E. Jamila El Mossalli, representative of the 

President of the 7th Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific 

Research; H.E. Mrs Assétou Founé Samaké Migan, Minister of Higher Education and 

Scientific Research of the Republic of Mali; H.E. Dr Muhammad Naeem Khan, 

Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) for 

Science and Technology, as well as a number of Malian ministers and senior 

personalities, the representatives of Islamic, Arab and international organizations, the 

Member States’ Ambassadors accredited to the Republic of Mali, and a host of 

prominent personalities in the areas of education, science and culture. 

3. After recitation of verses from the Holy Quran, H.E. Mr Samuel Diarra, First Deputy 

Mayor of the IV Commune of Bamako, delivered a welcome address in which he extended 

thanks to the organizing parties for choosing Bamako to play host to this session of the 

Conference. He also welcomed the representatives of Member States and international and 

regional organizations as well as the Malian senior personalities who attended the opening 

session, while expressing the willingness of the IV Commune of Bamako to provide all 

necessary facilities and services to ensure the success of this event. 

4. Then, H.E. Dr Muhammad Naeem Khan, OIC Assistant Secretary General for Science 

and Technology, gave an address in which he conveyed the greetings of OIC Secretary 

General and his wishes of success to the Conference. He also expressed his grateful 

thanks on behalf of OIC Secretary General to His Excellency Mr Ibrahim Boubacar 

Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, for extending his patronage to this 

Conference, and to the Prime Minister, Head of the government of the Republic of 

Mali for presiding over this opening session. Besides, Dr Muhammad Naeem Khan 

stated that the theme of this session takes on greater importance as it deals with two 
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crucial issues for the promotion of higher education and scientific research, namely the 

challenges of quality and suitability. These issues, he went on, have a vital role in 

advancing the science and research system and providing the human resources capable 

of pushing forward the development process in the Member States. In addition, he 

pointed to the efforts of the OIC General Secretariat in this regard and the 

achievements it made jointly with ISESCO, COMSTECH and a number of institutions 

operating within the OIC system as well as interested and concerned international and 

regional organizations.   

5. H.E. Dr Jamila El Mossalli, representative of the President of the 7th Islamic 

Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research, took the floor to 

convey her thanks to the President, government and people of the Republic of Mali for 

organizing this Conference. She also expressed her appreciation and gratitude to 

ISESCO for the efforts exerted towards the preparation for this session. Besides, she 

expressed her deep satisfaction with the resolutions adopted by the previous session of 

the Conference as well as with the initiatives launched by the Member States to 

promote science and technology. In addition, she hailed ISESCO’s efforts to implement 

a number of highly important initiatives, while pointing out that the Conference 

members at this current session are required to further emphasize the role of science 

and technology in economic development, orient the youth in the Member States 

towards scientific professions and activities and qualify them for the job market to 

properly perform their role in the development process. 

6. Then, H.E. Mrs Assétou Founé Samaké Migan, Minister of Higher Education and 

Scientific Research of the Republic of Mali, delivered an address wherein she 

welcomed the Prime Minister, Head of Government of the Republic of Mali as well as 

ISESCO Director General and their excellencies the guests invited to the opening 

ceremony and participants in the Conference. She also underscored the importance of 

human resources in achieving the sought-for resurgence in Africa and the Muslim 

world in particular, given the vital role human competencies can play in boosting 

socio-economic growth. In this connection, the Minister pointed to the close links 

between the issues addressed by this Conference and the qualification of human 

resources, particularly with regard to promoting youth employment and countering 

their drain and affiliation with extremist movements. She concluded her address by 

hailing Malian youth who made earnest endeavours towards consolidating the bonds of 

national unity and strengthening social cohesion.   

7. Thereafter, H.E. Dr Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, ISESCO Director General, made an 

address in which he started by expressing his gratitude and appreciation to His 

Excellency Mr Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, for 

extending his patronage to the Conference and to H.E Mr Modibo Keita, the Prime 

Minister, Head of the government of the Republic of Mali, for presiding over the 

opening session and reading out the President’s address. He also thanked H.E. Mrs 
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Assétou Founé Samaké Migan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research 

of the Republic of Mali, for the considerable efforts she put in organizing this session 

in the best possible conditions. In addition, Dr Altwaijri pointed out that this session is 

a significant contribution to joint Islamic university action. In this regard, he said that 

weighty responsibilities are rested upon this Conference amid the huge challenges 

facing the Islamic world in numerous interconnected areas. In the same vein, he stated 

that the Muslim world expects that the Conference will come up with positive 

outcomes that can boost joint Islamic action in higher education, science, technology 

and innovation. Furthermore, he underscored the importance of the achievements made 

over the past years based on the resolutions of the previous sessions and as part of 

ISESCO’s action plans and strategies. By the same token, he stressed the importance of 

the projects submitted to this session and their role in providing the major components 

of the higher education and scientific research system and setting up the foundations of 

joint Islamic university action.  

8. Then, H.E. Mr Modibo Keita, Head of the government of the Republic of Mali, took 

the floor to convey his heartfelt apologies on behalf of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, for not being able to attend the 

opening of the Conference due to unexpected commitments. He also pointed out that he 

was commissioned by His Excellency the President to convey to the participants the 

interest he attaches to this Conference considering its important fields of competence 

and the timely topics to be discussed by this session, particularly amid the conditions 

prevailing in this country. Besides, he stressed that the convening of this Conference in 

the Republic of Mali is a firm indication of collective solidarity with and of moral 

support to this country, in furtherance of the positions adopted by the governments of 

the Muslim world and specialized Islamic institutions following the destruction of the 

historic architectural symbols as well as the landmarks of tangible and intangible 

heritage in Timbuktu. In addition, he underscored the important role of this Conference 

in exploring ways of achieving Member States’ sustainable development through 

higher education, scientific research, innovation and technology, while commending 

ISESCO’s efforts in giving due care to cultural heritage and preserving civilizational 

landmarks in Mali. 

In the same vein, His Excellency the President invited the Member States to step up 

their efforts to foster exchange of expertise among scholars, universities and scientific 

research institutions, in order to achieve the objectives sought by this Conference, 

including the advancement of individuals’ scientific qualifications and professional 

performance, and the development of technical capacities of socio-economic 

institutions in the OIC Member States. In his message to the Conference, His 

Excellency the President also expressed his hope that the current session of the 

Conference will contribute to the development of new cooperative approaches and 

practical initiatives in order to achieve the sought development and fulfil the common 

aspirations of Muslim peoples.  
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9. Thereafter, H.E. Dr Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, ISESCO Director General, offered 

the Gold Shield of the Conference to His Excellency Mr Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta, 

President of the Republic of Mali, in appreciation of his high patronage of the 

Conference. The Shield was received on his behalf by H.E. Mr Modibo Keita, the 

Prime Minister, Head of the government. 

10. Afterwards, H.E. Mr Modibo Keita, the Prime Minister, Head of the government of 

the Republic of Mali, presented ISESCO Literacy Prize for 2016 to Mr Mamadi 

Karabinta, Director of Soumeiya Centre for Women and Girls Literacy in Mali, in 

recognition of the Centre’s efforts in this regard.  

11. Then, H.E. Dr Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, ISESCO Director General, awarded 

“ISESCO Prizes in Science” for 2016 to the winners or their representatives, namely: 

• The Prize for Biology: 

Dr Ikram Ul-Haq, Professor Emeritus at the Institute of Industrial Biotechnology, 

Government College University, Lahore, Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

• The Prize for Chemistry: 

Dr GalalEldin Elgemeie, Professor of Organic Chemistry at the Faculty of 

Science, Helwan University, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt. 

• The Prize for Geology: 

Dr Sobhi Nasir, Director of Earth Sciences Research Center at the Sultan 

Qaboos University, Sultanate of Oman. 

• The Prize for Mathematics: 

Dr Aminu Alhaji Ibrahim, Rector of the Polytechnic of Sokoto State, Federal 

Republic of Nigeria, and 

Dr Galimkair Mutanov, Rector of Al-farabi Kzakh National University, 

Republic of Kazakhstan. 

• The Prize for Physics: 

Dr Amal Alkahlout, Associate Professor of Physics and Material Sciences, Dean 

of Science Faculty, Al-Azhar University, Gaza, State of Palestine. 

• The Prize for Technology: 

Dr Mariam Almaadeed, Professor of Physics Department, Materials Science 

and Technology Program at Center for Advanced Materials, and Vice-President 

for Research and Graduate Studies at Qatar University, State of Qatar. 

12. Before concluding the official opening session, the Heads of Member States’ 

Delegations posed for a group photo. Then, a reception was given by the host party in 

honour of the participants. 

13. Then, the Conference meetings began with a roundtable on “Modern Technology for 

Enhancing Higher Education and Scientific Research” during which two experts in the 
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subject made presentations. Also talked during this event some heads of delegation to 

discuss the topic and put forward relevant proposals and recommendations.   

14.  In the first working session, a procedural session was held during which the draft 

agenda and the draft programme were approved. The Bureau of the 8th session of the 

Conference was then elected as follows:  

� Chair: Republic of Mali 

� Vice-chairs:  

� Republic of the Sudan  

� Republic of Kazakhstan 

� Republic of Niger 

� Rapporteur: Kingdom of Morocco  

15. During plenary sessions, the heads of delegation presented their reports on the efforts 

deployed by their governments and organizations in the fields falling within the ambit of 

the Conference to advance higher education and scientific research and harness available 

material and technical resources as well as human and scientific capacities to achieve 

educational and scientific resurgence, in line with the policies, needs and priorities. 

16. The Conference took note of the statements and reports made by the Member States 

and Arab, Islamic and international organizations on higher education and scientific 

research, and invited them to pursue their endeavors to promote higher education and 

scientific research, while taking into consideration the priority needs, the general 

policies and the available resources. 

17. Then, ISESCO Director General presented his report on ISESCO’s Efforts in the 

Field of Higher Education, Scientific Research, Innovation and Technology. In 

this regard, he reviewed examples of the important accomplishments and 

achievements made by ISESCO and those to which it has contributed at the national, 

regional and international levels. He also pointed to some programmes and activities 

implemented between the two sessions as part of the relevant sector-specific priorities 

which include reinforcing scientific and technological capacities for the 

achievement of development; preserving the biosphere; harnessing human and 

social sciences for fostering social peace, and promotion of innovative scientific 

research. In this respect, he stated that ISESCO was keen to take into account the 

developments related to ICTs, applications of biotechnology, genetic engineering, the 

Geographic Information System (GIS), remote sensing and nanotechnology. 

Preservation of biodiversity and natural resources was also one of the priorities that 

sought to improve the management of natural resources through cooperation among 

experts and involvement of international organizations in capacity-building and 

infrastructure development efforts. In this regard, ISESCO carried out a large number 

of activities related to the development of scientific research policies and management 

in the field of science, technology and innovation. Besides, he stated that ISESCO 
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implemented its activities based on a forward-looking vision of growth aimed at 

achieving sustainable socio-economic development. In the same vein, the 

Organization adopted a cooperative and integrated approach favouring synergy of 

efforts with international, regional and national organizations. In addition, ISESCO 

actively participated in the programmes of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation as 

well as a number of similar organizations and global forums in the various areas of 

science, scientific research, technology and innovation, enhancing thus its central 

position in the Islamic and international arenas.   

18. The Conference adopted the Report of the Director General on ISESCO’s Efforts in 

the Field of Higher Education, Scientific Research, Innovation and Technology 

between the Seventh and Eighth Sessions of the Conference. It also urged the 

Member States to integrate science, technology and innovation policies in their national 

planning process with a view to improving science governance and good practices, 

mobilizing scientific and technological resources, and raising awareness about the 

necessity to increase investment in science, technology and innovation. Besides, it 

recommended giving more priority to the development of skilled human resources in the 

fields of science, technology and innovation. As well as commending the efforts exerted 

by ISESCO in the implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology and 

Innovation in the Islamic World, the Conference thanked the Member States as well as 

Arab, Islamic and international organizations for their cooperation with ISESCO in 

implementing relevant activities and programmes. It further thanked the Director 

General and his assistants for preparing this comprehensive document, and commended 

the efforts exerted in this respect. The Conference invited the Director General to present 

a report on ISESCO’s efforts in higher education, scientific research, technology and 

innovation to its forthcoming session. 

19. The Conference adopted the “Project on an Integrated Platform for Promoting 

Quality-Accreditation and Exchanges-Cooperation in the Universities of ISESCO 

Member States”, taking into consideration the observations of the Conference 

members. It also recommended that more concerted efforts be made for the 

implementation of the project, and invited the Member States to join the project and 

develop supplemental activities. It further invited the Director General to submit a 

report on the subject to the forthcoming session of the Conference. 

20. The Conference adopted the Report regarding the Establishment of OIC 

Collaborative Efforts in Commercialization and Entrepreneurship Education 

(OIC-CECE). It also recommended the Member States to develop entrepreneurship 

skills in students, through developing entrepreneurship curriculum and identifying the 

best practices in this field from among research institutions in the universities. In 

addition, the Conference invited the Member States to collaborate and participate in 

the establishment of OIC Collaborative Efforts in Commercialization and 

Entrepreneurship Education (OIC-CECE). It further invited the Director General to 
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submit a progress report on OIC-CECE to the forthcoming session of the Conference, 

in coordination with the government of Malaysia. 

21. The Conference adopted the Project of “Islamic World Observatory of Science, 

Technology and Innovation”, and urged the Member States to support the mechanism 

of establishing this body which will provide decision and policy makers with global and 

national scientific and technological trends and statistical data for evidence-based policy 

making and planning. It also recommended that the Member States cooperate in 

providing the necessary conditions for the implementation of this Observatory and agree 

on its financial aspects. In addition, the Conference invited the Director General to 

submit a report on the subject to the forthcoming session of the Conference. 

22. The Conference adopted the Progress Report on Establishment of the Islamic 

Network of Women Scientists (INWS), taking into consideration the observations of 

the Conference members. It also adopted the Statutes of the Islamic Network of 

Women Scientists (INWS), and invited Member States to support and encourage the 

Network. Besides, the Conference expressed its appreciation of ISESCO’s keenness 

to encourage women scientific competencies and highlight their role in the promotion 

of science, technology and innovation. In addition, it re-commissioned ISESCO to 

manage the Network and host its secretariat, and invited the Director General to 

submit a progress report on the INWS to the 9th session of the Conference. 

23. The Conference adopted the report of the Secretary General of the Federation of 

the Universities of the Islamic World on the Federation’s Activities between the 

Seventh and Eighth Sessions of the Conference, taking into consideration the 

observations of the Conference members. It also commended the efforts exerted by 

the Secretary General, with the support of the Chairman of the Executive Council and 

the President of the Federation’s 6th General Conference, to ensure active participation 

of the Federation in the Islamic and international conferences that are related to its 

fields of competence, expand its activities’ scope and invigorate its role in the Islamic 

world. Besides, it urged other universities to join the Federation and effectively 

contribute to the fulfilment of its objectives, while inviting similar bodies, universities 

and higher education institutions to cooperate with the Federation and harmonize their 

programmes and projects in order to avoid duplication of efforts. 

24. Then, the Conference elected the members of the Consultative Council for 

Higher Education, Scientific Research and Innovation in the Islamic World from 

among the following states: 

� Republic of Mali: Chair of the Eighth Session of the Conference 

� Arab region: 

� Republic of the Sudan 

� Sultanate of Oman 

� Kingdom of Morocco 
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� Asian region: 

� Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

� Malaysia 

� Republic of Turkey 

� African region: 

� Burkina Faso 

� Republic of Togo 

� Islamic Republic of the Gambia 

25. The Conference also decided that the OIC General Secretariat, the Islamic 

Development Bank and COMSTECH should be members of this Council and that 

ISESCO be entrusted with the General Secretariat of the Council. The Conference 

invited the Member States to nominate their representatives to the Council and to bear 

their travel costs to attend the Council meetings. It further invited Member States 

submitting scientific projects to the Council to attend the Council’s meetings as 

observers, at their own expense, and adopted the Council’s Rules of Procedure. 

26. The Conference adopted the Rules of Procedure of the Islamic Conference of 

Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research, and invited the Director 

General and the Conference Chair to have it applied in the forthcoming sessions of the 

Conference. 

27. The Conference, following the kind offer made by the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to play 

host to its forthcoming session, decided to hold its ninth session in Islamabad, in the second 

half of December 2019. It also invited ISESCO, in its capacity as the party in charge of the 

organization of the sessions of the Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education 

and Scientific Research, to ensure coordination with the Pakistani competent parties in 

order to take the necessary arrangements for the convening of the conference. 

28. At the close of their meetings, the Conference members expressed their thanks to the 

President, government and people of the Republic of Mali for the organization of this 

event, for their lavish hospitality and warm reception and for the facilities and support 

extended by the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research in Mali in order 

to convene the Conference in the best conditions and bring it to fruition. The 

Conference also decided to address a message of thanks and gratitude to His 

Excellency Mr Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali. 

 



Resolution ICMHESR-8/2016/R.1.1 
 

 

    

Resolution onResolution onResolution onResolution on    

    Adoption of the AgendaAdoption of the AgendaAdoption of the AgendaAdoption of the Agenda    

 

 

 

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

- Having considered its Draft Agenda contained in document (ICMHESR-8/2016/1.1), 

Decides what follows: 

- Adopts its Agenda as contained in document (ICMHESR-8/2016/1.1, adopted). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Resolution ICMHESR-8/2016/R.1.2 
 

 

 

Resolution on Resolution on Resolution on Resolution on     

Adoption of the ProgrammeAdoption of the ProgrammeAdoption of the ProgrammeAdoption of the Programme    

 

 

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

-  Having considered its Draft Programme contained in document (ICMHESR-

8/2016/1.2),  

Decides what follows: 

- Adopts its Programme as contained in document (ICMHESR-8/2016/1.2, adopted). 

 

 

 
 



Resolution ICMHESR-8/2016/R.1.3 
 

 

    

Resolution onResolution onResolution onResolution on    

    Election of the Conference BureauElection of the Conference BureauElection of the Conference BureauElection of the Conference Bureau    

 

 

 

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

- Considering the deliberations which have taken place, and the proposals put forward, 

Decides what follows: 

- Elects its bureau as follows: 

• Chair: Republic of Mali 

• Vice-chairs: 

- Republic of the Sudan 

- Republic of Kazakhstan 

- Republic of Niger 

• Rapporteur: Kingdom of Morocco 

 

 

 

 
 



Resolution ICMHESR-8/2016/R.3.1 
 

 

 

Resolution onResolution onResolution onResolution on    

Statements of the Heads of Delegation of Member States Statements of the Heads of Delegation of Member States Statements of the Heads of Delegation of Member States Statements of the Heads of Delegation of Member States     

on on on on National Programmes in the FieldNational Programmes in the FieldNational Programmes in the FieldNational Programmes in the Field    of of of of Higher EdHigher EdHigher EdHigher Education, ucation, ucation, ucation,     

Scientific Research, Scientific Research, Scientific Research, Scientific Research, Innovation and TechnologyInnovation and TechnologyInnovation and TechnologyInnovation and Technology    

 

 

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

- Having examined Member States’ national reports on higher education, scientific 

research, innovation and technology, and 

- Having listened to the respective statements of the heads of delegation of Member 

States and representatives of Arab, Islamic and international organizations in this 

regard,  

Decides what follows: 

1. Takes note of the presentations and reports made by the Member States in relation to 

higher education, scientific research, technology and innovation, and invites them to 

continue and further strengthen their programmes geared towards promotion of R&D, 

establishing university-industry linkages, improving the quality of higher education 

institutions, supporting scholarships programmes, cooperating in joint R&D projects, 

incentivizing public-private partnerships, and enhancing measures for R&D funding.  

2. Calls for strengthening cooperation among specialized Arab, Islamic and international 

organizations, taking advantage of their experience and expertise in capacity-building 

programmes related to higher education, scientific research, technology and 

innovation; and encouraging them to coordinate their efforts with a view to achieving 

integration and avoiding duplication and redundancy in the implementation of relevant 

programmes and projects in the Member States. 

 



Resolution ICMHESR-8/2016/R.3.2, p 1 
 

 

    

Resolution onResolution onResolution onResolution on    

    Report of the Director General on ISESCO’s Efforts in Report of the Director General on ISESCO’s Efforts in Report of the Director General on ISESCO’s Efforts in Report of the Director General on ISESCO’s Efforts in     

the Field of Higher Education, Scientific Researchthe Field of Higher Education, Scientific Researchthe Field of Higher Education, Scientific Researchthe Field of Higher Education, Scientific Research, , , ,     

Innovation Innovation Innovation Innovation andandandand    Technology between the Seventh and Eighth Technology between the Seventh and Eighth Technology between the Seventh and Eighth Technology between the Seventh and Eighth 

Sessions of the ConferenceSessions of the ConferenceSessions of the ConferenceSessions of the Conference    

    

    

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim
 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

- Having examined the Report of the Director General on ISESCO’s Efforts in the 

Field of Higher Education, Scientific Research, Innovation and Technology 

between the Seventh and Eighth Sessions of the Conference as contained in 

Document (ICMHESR-8/2016/3.2), 

- Having taken stock of the recommendations of the Eighth Meeting of the 

Consultative Council for Implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology 

and Innovation in the Islamic World (Rabat: 11-12 October 2016), 

- Having listened to the presentation made by the Director General in this regard, and 

- Considering the deliberations which have taken place, 

Decides what follows: 

1. Adopts the Report of the Director General on ISESCO’s Efforts in the Field of Higher 

Education, Scientific Research and Technology between the Seventh and Eighth 

Sessions of the Conference, taking into consideration the observations of the 

Conference members. 

2. Adopts the Report of the Eighth Meeting of the Consultative Council for the 

Implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology and Innovation in the Islamic 

World, held in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, on 09-10 Muharram 1438 A.H / 11-12 

October 2016. 

 



Resolution ICMHESR-8/2016/R.3.2, p 2 
 

 

3. Urges the Member States to integrate science, technology and innovation policies in 

their national planning process with a view to improving science governance and good 

practices, mobilizing scientific and technological resources, and raising awareness 

about the necessity to increase investment in science, technology and innovation. 

4. Recommends the Member States to give more priority to the development of skilled 

human resources in the fields of science, technology and innovation in order to 

address the issues of climate change, food security, natural resource management and 

sustainable socio-economic development.  

5. Commends the efforts exerted by ISESCO in the implementation of programmes 

geared towards strengthening Member States’ capacities in science, technology and 

innovation under the Strategy for Science, Technology and Innovation in the Islamic 

World. 

6. Thanks the Member States as well as Arab, Islamic and international organizations for 

their cooperation with ISESCO in implementing relevant activities and programmes. 

7. Thanks the Director General and his assistants for having prepared this 

comprehensive document, and commends the efforts exerted in this respect. 

8. Invites the Director General to present a report on ISESCO’s efforts in higher 

education, scientific research, technology and innovation to the forthcoming session of 

the Conference. 

 

 

 

 
 



Resolution ICMHESR-8/2016/R.3.3 
 

 

Resolution Resolution Resolution Resolution onononon    

Project on an Integrated Platform for Project on an Integrated Platform for Project on an Integrated Platform for Project on an Integrated Platform for     

PPPPromoting Qualityromoting Qualityromoting Qualityromoting Quality----Accreditation and ExchangesAccreditation and ExchangesAccreditation and ExchangesAccreditation and Exchanges----Cooperation Cooperation Cooperation Cooperation     

in the Universities of ISESCO Member Statesin the Universities of ISESCO Member Statesin the Universities of ISESCO Member Statesin the Universities of ISESCO Member States    

    

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

- Having considered the “Project on an Integrated Platform for Promoting Quality-

Accreditation and Exchanges-Cooperation in the Universities of ISESCO Member 

States”, as contained in Document ICMHESR-8/2016/3.3, 

- Having taken stock of the recommendations of the Eighth Meeting of the Consultative 

Council for Implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology and Innovation in 

the Islamic World (Rabat: 11-12 October 2016), 

- Having listened to the presentation made by the Director General in this regard, and 

- Considering the deliberations which have taken place, 

Decides what follows: 

1. Adopts the “Project on an Integrated Platform for Promoting Quality-Accreditation 

and Exchanges-Cooperation in the Universities of ISESCO Member States”, taking 

into consideration the observations of the Conference members. 

2. Appreciates the prospects and potential of this Platform which will certainly 

contribute to the creation of synergy, coherence, convergence and rationality in the 

deployment of its four programmes, thus increasing the visibility and 

internationalization of universities in the Islamic countries. 

3. Recommends that more concerted efforts be made for the implementation of the 

project, and invites the involved stakeholders to actively contribute towards avoiding 

redundancy and overlapping. 

4. Invites the Member States to join the project and develop supplemental activities with 

a view to ensuring compatibility and improving higher education quality. 

5. Invites the Director General to implement the Integrated Platform with focus on the 

main functionalities. 

6. Invites the Director General to submit a report on the subject to the forthcoming 

session of the Conference.  
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Resolution Resolution Resolution Resolution     

    Report Report Report Report on Establishment of OIC Collaborative Effort on Establishment of OIC Collaborative Effort on Establishment of OIC Collaborative Effort on Establishment of OIC Collaborative Effort     

in Curriculum for Commercialization and Entrepreneurshipin Curriculum for Commercialization and Entrepreneurshipin Curriculum for Commercialization and Entrepreneurshipin Curriculum for Commercialization and Entrepreneurship    

    

 

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

- Having considered the Report on Establishment of OIC Collaborative Efforts in 

Commercialization and Entrepreneurship Education (OIC-CECE) submitted on the 

basis of the presentation given by the Government of Malaysia to the Eighth Meeting 

of the Consultative Council for Implementation of the Strategy for Science, 

Technology and Innovation in the Islamic World, held in Rabat, Kingdom of 

Morocco, on 09-10 Muharram 1438 A.H / 11-12 October 2016, as contained in 

Document ICMHESR-8/2016/3.4, 

- Having taken stock of the recommendations of the Eighth Meeting of the Consultative 

Council for Implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology and Innovation in 

the Islamic World (Rabat: 11-12 October 2016), and 

- Considering the deliberations which have taken place, 

Decides what follows: 

1. Adopts the Report submitted upon the recommendation of the Eighth Meeting of the 

Consultative Council regarding the Establishment of OIC Collaborative Efforts in 

Commercialization and Entrepreneurship Education (OIC-CECE).  

2. Recommends the Member States to develop entrepreneurship skills in students, 

through developing entrepreneurship curriculum and identifying the best practices in 

this field from among research institutions in the universities. 

3. Invites the Member States to collaborate and participate in the establishment of OIC 

Collaborative Efforts in Commercialization and Entrepreneurship Education (OIC-CECE). 

4. Invites the Director General to submit a progress report on OIC-CECE to the forthcoming 

session of the Conference, in coordination with the Government of Malaysia.  
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Resolution Resolution Resolution Resolution onononon    

    Project of Islamic World Project of Islamic World Project of Islamic World Project of Islamic World     

Observatory of ScienceObservatory of ScienceObservatory of ScienceObservatory of Science,,,,    TechnologyTechnologyTechnologyTechnology    and Innovationand Innovationand Innovationand Innovation        

 

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

- Having considered the report on the Project of “Islamic World Observatory of Science, 

Technology and Innovation”, as contained in Document ICMHESR-8/2016/3.5 

- Having taken stock of the recommendations of the Eighth Meeting of the Consultative 

Council for Implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology and Innovation in 

the Islamic World (Rabat: 11-12 October 2016),  

- Having listened to the presentation made by the Director General in this regard, and 

- Considering the deliberations which have taken place, 

Decides what follows: 

1. Adopts the report on the Project of “Islamic World Observatory of Science, 

Technology and Innovation” which provides the broad guidelines that will serve as 

modus operandi for the implementation of STI policies in the Islamic World.  

2. Supports the mechanism of establishing this body for monitoring and analyzing progress 

and prospects of science, technology and innovation in the Islamic world, which will 

provide decision and policy makers with global and national scientific and technological 

trends and statistical data for evidence-based policy making and planning.  

3. Recommends that the Member States should cooperate in providing the necessary 

conditions for the implementation of this Observatory and agree on its organizational 

structure, its mode of operation and its financial aspects.  

4. Urges the Member States to cooperate in developing a database and identifying the 

different funding sources to operate the Observatory. 

5. Invites the Director General to implement the Observatory with focus on the main 

functionalities.  

6. Invites the Director General to submit a report on the subject to the forthcoming 

session of the Conference. 
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Resolution onResolution onResolution onResolution on    

Progress Report on Establishment Progress Report on Establishment Progress Report on Establishment Progress Report on Establishment     

of of of of the the the the Islamic Network of Women Scientists (INWS)Islamic Network of Women Scientists (INWS)Islamic Network of Women Scientists (INWS)Islamic Network of Women Scientists (INWS)    

 

 

 

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

- Having examined the Progress Report on Establishment of the Islamic Network of 

Women Scientists (INWS), as contained in Document ICMHESR-8/2016/3.6, 

- Having taken stock of the recommendations of the Eighth Meeting of the Consultative 

Council for Implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology and Innovation in 

the Islamic World (Rabat: 11-12 October 2016),  

- Having listened to the presentation made by the Director General in this regard, and 

- Considering the deliberations which have taken place, 

Decides what follows: 

1. Adopts the Progress Report on Establishment of the Islamic Network of Women 

Scientists (INWS), taking into consideration the observations of the Conference 

members. 

2. Adopts the Statutes of the Islamic Network of Women Scientists (INWS), and invites 

Member States to support and encourage the Network in a bid to make it a real forum 

for scientific interaction. 

3. Appreciates ISESCO’s keenness to encourage women scientific competencies and 

highlight their role in the promotion of science, technology and innovation. 

4. Re-commissions ISESCO to manage the Network and host its secretariat. 

5. Thanks the Director General and his assistants for preparing this report, and invites 

him to submit a progress report on the INWS to the 9
th

 session of the Conference. 
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Resolution onResolution onResolution onResolution on    

Report of the Secretary General Report of the Secretary General Report of the Secretary General Report of the Secretary General of the Federation of of the Federation of of the Federation of of the Federation of     

the Universities of the Islamic World the Universities of the Islamic World the Universities of the Islamic World the Universities of the Islamic World on the on the on the on the Federation’s ActivitiesFederation’s ActivitiesFederation’s ActivitiesFederation’s Activities    

between the between the between the between the SeventhSeventhSeventhSeventh    and and and and EighthEighthEighthEighth    Sessions of the ConferenceSessions of the ConferenceSessions of the ConferenceSessions of the Conference    

    

    

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

- Having considered the Report of the Secretary General of the Federation of the 

Universities of the Islamic World on the Federation’s Activities between the 

Seventh and Eighth Sessions of the Conference, as contained in Document 

ICMHESR-8/2016/3.7, and 

- Having listened to the presentation made by ISESCO Director General, ex officio 

FUIW Secretary General, 

Decides what follows: 

1. Adopts the Report of the Secretary General of the Federation of the Universities of 

the Islamic World on the Federation’s Activities between the Seventh and Eighth 

Sessions of the Conference, taking into consideration the observations of the 

Conference members. 

2. Commends the efforts exerted by the Secretary General to ensure active 

participation of the Federation in the Islamic and international conferences that are 

related to its fields of competence. 

3. Appreciates the efforts exerted by the General Secretariat of the Federation towards 

expanding its activities’ scope and invigorating its role in the Islamic world, and 

encourages other universities to join the Federation and effectively contribute to the 

fulfilment of its objectives. 

4. Invites similar bodies, universities and higher education institutions to cooperate 

with the Federation and harmonize their programmes/projects in order to avoid 

duplication of efforts. 

5. Thanks the Secretary General and his assistants for their remarkable efforts in 

running the Federation, securing the necessary means for its functioning and 

expanding its activities’ scope.   
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Resolution onResolution onResolution onResolution on    

Election of the Members of the Consultative Council Election of the Members of the Consultative Council Election of the Members of the Consultative Council Election of the Members of the Consultative Council     

for for for for the Implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology the Implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology the Implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology the Implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology     

and Innovation in and Innovation in and Innovation in and Innovation in the the the the Islamic Islamic Islamic Islamic Word, and Adoption Word, and Adoption Word, and Adoption Word, and Adoption     

of the Council’s Ruleof the Council’s Ruleof the Council’s Ruleof the Council’s Rulessss    of Procedureof Procedureof Procedureof Procedure    

 

 

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

- Based on the recommendation of the Eighth Meeting of the Consultative 

Council which was held in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, on 09-10 Muharram 

1438 A.H / 11-12 October 2016, 

- Having considered the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Consultative Council for 

Higher Education, Scientific Research and Innovation, as contained in 

Document ICMHESR-8/2016/5.1, 

- Having listened to the presentation made by the Director General in this regard, and 

- Considering the deliberations which have taken place, and taking into account 

the composition of the previous councils, 

Decides what follows: 

1. Changes the appellation of the “Consultative Council for the Implementation of 

the Strategy for Science, Technology and Innovation in the Islamic World” to 

the “Consultative Council for Higher Education, Scientific Research and 

Innovation”, and adopts its Rules of Procedure. 

2. Elects the members of the Consultative Council for Higher Education, Scientific 

Research and Innovation, from among the following states:  

� Republic of Mali: Chair of the Eighth Session of the Conference 

� Arab region: 

• Republic of the Sudan 

• Sultanate of Oman 

• Kingdom of Morocco 
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� Asian region: 

• Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

• Malaysia 

• Republic of Turkey 

� African region: 

• Burkina Faso 

• Republic of Togo 

• Islamic Republic of the Gambia 

3. Invites the Member States to nominate their representatives in the Council from 

among senior scientific positions. 

4. Further invites the Member States submitting scientific projects to the Council to 

attend the Council’s meetings as observers, at their own expense. 

5. Member States shall bear the travel costs of their representatives in the Council and 

ISESCO shall bear their accommodation expenses. 

6. Entrusts ISESCO and the Consultative Council’s General Secretariat to determine 

the date and venue for the Ninth Session of the Consultative Council for Higher 

Education, Scientific Research and Innovation. 
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Resolution onResolution onResolution onResolution on    

AdoptionAdoptionAdoptionAdoption    ofofofof    the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Draft Rules of Procedure of     

the the the the Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education     

and Scientific Researchand Scientific Researchand Scientific Researchand Scientific Research    

 

 

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

- Having considered the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Islamic Conference of 

Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research, as contained in Document 

ICMHESR-8/2016/5.2, 

- Having listened to the presentation made by the Director General in this regard, 

and 

- Considering the deliberations which have taken place, 

Decides what follows: 

1. Adopts the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Islamic Conference of Ministers of 

Higher Education and Scientific Research. 

2. Thanks the Director General and his assistants for having prepared this draft, and 

invites him to have it applied, starting from the 9
th

 session of the Conference.   
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Resolution on Resolution on Resolution on Resolution on     

Date and Venue Date and Venue Date and Venue Date and Venue ofofofof    the the the the 9999
thththth
    Session of the ConferenceSession of the ConferenceSession of the ConferenceSession of the Conference    

 

 

 

The Eighth Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research held 

in Bamako, Republic of Mali, under the high patronage of His Excellency Mr Ibrahim
 

Boubacar Keïta, President of the Republic of Mali, on 14 Safar 1438 A.H., corresponding to 

14 November 2016, on the theme “Higher Education: Quality and Suitability”,  

- Further to the request presented by the head of the delegation of the Islamic Republic 

of Pakistan to host the 9
th

 session of the Conference, and  

- Based on the approval of the request by the Conference, which expressed gratitude 

and appreciation to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 

Decides what follows: 

- To hold the 9
th

 Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific 

Research, in November 2019, in Islamabad, Islamic Republic of Pakistan.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


