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Ministry of Higher Education,
Scientific Research and Staff Training

Under the High Patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI

Seventh Islamic Conference
of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research

« Higher Education: Governance, Innovation and Employability »

Rabat Declaration

ISESCO Headquarters, Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco
25-26 Safar 1436 A.H. / 18-19 December 2014

Rabat Declaration
On
Developing the Higher Education
and Scientific Research System in the Muslim World

We, the heads of delegation of the Member States of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) participating in the Seventh Islamic Conference of Ministers of
Higher Education and Scientific Research, held in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, under
the high patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI, on the theme “Higher
Education: Governance, Innovation and Employability”, on 25-26 Safar 1436
A.H./18-19 December 2014;
Recognizing the role of the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(ISESCO) as a leading organization of the Islamic world with the major objective to
strengthen, promote and consolidate cooperation among the Member States in the
fields of education, science, culture and communication, as well as to develop and
upgrade these fields within the framework of the civilizational reference of the Islamic
world and in the light of the human Islamic values and ideals.
Reaffirming the resolutions of the previous sessions of the Islamic Conference of
Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research, held in Riyadh, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, in 2000; in Tripoli, Libya, in 2003; in Kuwait city, State of Kuwait, in
2006; in Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan, in 2008; and in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in
2010; in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in an extraordinary session in 2011, and in
Khartoum, Republic of the Sudan, in 2012;
Based on the guidelines of the OIC Ten-Year Programme of Action adopted by the
Third Extraordinary Islamic Summit, held in Makkah Al-Mukarramah in December
2005, and the OIC Vision 1441 A.H for Science and Technology, adopted by the
Tenth Islamic Summit held in Putrajaya, Malaysia in October 2003;
Pursuing the implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology and Innovation,
adopted by the Tenth Islamic Summit held in Putrajaya, Malaysia, in October 2003,
along with its revised version and implementation mechanisms approved by the Fourth
Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research, held in
Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan, in October 2008; the Strategy for Promotion of
Nanotechnology in Islamic Countries adopted by the Fifth Islamic Conference of
Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research, held in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, in 2010; the Strategy for Development of Biotechnology in the Islamic
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World, adopted by the Tenth Islamic Summit Conference held in Putrajaya, Malaysia,
in 2003; and the Strategy for the Promotion of University Education in the Islamic
World, adopted by the 3rd Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and
Scientific Research, held in Kuwait, 2006;
Being fully cognizant of the vital need to improve education standards and build
capacities in science, technology and innovation in the Member States, and being aware
of the essential role of these areas in advancing knowledge and economic growth and in
achieving sustainable development, progress and prosperity for the Member States;
Being aware of the close bonds among the peoples of the Islamic world as epitomized
by the shared civilization and spiritual, moral and cultural values, and in a bid to
secure common welfare and serve common interests at the international level;
Having considered the reports and documents submitted to seventh session of the
Conference; and
Commending the constructive deliberations which have taken place throughout the
Conference working sessions, and the valuable presentations by the representatives of
the Member States and international and regional organizations;

HEREBY AGREE ON THE FOLLOWING:
1. Reaffirm our commitment, at all levels, to boosting the higher education sector,
particularly intermediate higher education, and fostering scientific excellence as
well as high quality research and taking appropriate measures to align them with the
national socio-economic development plans to address pressing economic, social,
environmental and other development challenges so as to ensure the wellbeing of
our peoples.
2. Recommend increasing investment in research and development, involving the
private sector in this process, building up institutional and scientific capacities,
optimizing such investments and ensuring effective sustainability of the various
initiatives in this regard.
3. Call for setting up a “fund for scientific research in the OIC Member States” to
be reporting to ISESCO which will coordinate its activities.
4. Urge creation of joint institutions of scientific research in such pioneering and
innovative disciplines and such vital and development-oriented areas as renewable
energies, seawater desalination and nanotechnology.
5. Endorse the outcome of the roundtable held, as part of the Conference, on
strengthening higher education key factors consisting in governance, innovation and
employability, and call for leveraging these key elements to foster the higher
education system.
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6. Underline the importance of addressing the issues of the youth in science,
establishing an Islamic World Academy for Young Scientists to this end in such a
ways as to give them confidence to pursue their scientific careers, enable them to
fulfil their scientific and research aspirations and create a viable environment to
help them play an active role in the promotion of scientific knowledge, technology
and innovation in the Islamic world.
7. Adopt the Terms of Reference (TOR) of the High-Level Quality and Accreditation
Committee to follow up on the implementation of the document on “Key
Performance Indicators in the OIC Member States”, and thank the Ministry of
Higher Education of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Chair of the High-Level Quality
and Accreditation Committee, for calling its First Meeting and for all the efforts
exerted to ensure a successful implementation of the KPIs in the Member States.
8. Stress the need for a wider utilization of the document on “Key Performance
Indicators”, through exchange of visits and sharing of experiences in quality
assurance, and suggest devising a sound strategy to this end, while taking
advantage of the existing alliances and programmes of the Federation of the
Universities of the Islamic World, the OIC Education Exchange Programmes, the
IDB scholarship programmes, and Erasmus Mundus, among others.
9. Call for reinforcing cooperation among regional higher education quality assurance
organizations and bodies in the OIC Member States, and recommend developing an
educational web portal for knowledge dissemination and sharing of successful
experiences.
10. Stress the need to promote and boost bilateral and multilateral cooperation between
university institutions and scientific research centres in the Member States and
institutions with a similar mission in the developed countries, the aim being to share
experiences with regard to governance, innovation and employability.
11. Commend the successful implementation of the project of the “Atlas of Islamic
World Science and Innovation”, under which various country reports were
published which mapped key trends and trajectories in science, technology and
innovation in the OIC Member States; appreciate the efforts exerted by all
member organizations of the technical team in this connection, and recommend
utilization of the report’s outcome by the Member States.
12. Suggest forging ahead with the implementation of the project “Atlas of Islamic
World Science and Innovation” to prepare national reports of the Member States
not covered in the project’s first phase to enable them to benefit from such
important reports, and urge Member States to measure science, technology and
innovation indicators, especially those among them pertaining to the volume of
their spending on R&D and the number of researchers in the Member States, while
prioritizing the measuring, monitoring and dissemination of such indicators to
ensure effective monitoring of national science policies.
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13. Propose the establishment of an “Islamic World Observatory of Science and
Technology” to map Member States’ science, technology and innovation
capabilities, provide decision and policy makers with the relevant national and
global scientific and technological trends and statistical data.
14. Recommend that the Member States benefit from the report on “Transforming
Arab Economies: Travelling the Knowledge and Innovation Road”, and
accelerate their progress towards knowledge-and innovation-based economies
through formulation and implementation of well-articulated, cross-sectoral
knowledge economy strategies, while involving legislative and media institutions
in the move towards knowledge societies.
15. Underscore the importance of boosting growth models based on knowledge and
innovation and encouraging entrepreneurship by enhancing the role of science and
technology parks and boosting their potential to create an innovative environment
in a bid to stimulate productivity and launch new partnerships, and enhance
competitiveness, while taking more interest in the relevant institutions of the
private sector.
16. Adopt the project consisting in the “TAFAHUM” Programme on Exchange of
Students, Faculty and Researchers among Universities in the Member States, and
call for the immediate installation of a general framework for utilizing higher
education opportunities by the Member States, in collaboration and coordination
with the OIC General Secretariat, as well as for promoting greater partnership
among universities and prestigious schools, and for contributing to rapprochement
between academic communities in such a way as to share expertise and
experiences, with the ultimate aim to foster peace, understanding, solidarity and
mutual respect among the Member States.
17. Recommend that the “Rabat Process for the Development of Higher Education in the
Muslim World” be pursued to achieve harmony of the university education system in
the Member States, promote mutual recognition of qualifications and degrees, and
ensure compatibility in standards and quality in higher education qualifications.
18. Adopt the proposal for the Establishment of the OIC Collaborative Efforts in
Commercialization and Entrepreneurship Education (OIC-CECE) and recommend
the adoption of all measures to hone students’ entrepreneurship skills, through
developing entrepreneurship education curricula and identifying successful models
in this field from among universities’ research bodies.
19. Stress the need to create an innovation-favouring environment in universities, to
develop an implementation programme for greater investment, partnership and
performance in scientific research commercialization, and to facilitate
collaboration between universities and the industrial sector by setting up
technology licensing offices and university-owned offices.

4

20. Urge the Member States to effectively participate in the OIC Summit on Science
and Technology, to be held in Islamabad, on 7-9 April 2015, with the aim to
enhance contribution to strengthening coordination and cooperation ties among the
Member States in the areas of science, technology and innovation, coordinate the
efforts of the OIC-affiliated institutions and promote integration of their resources.
21. Congratulate laureates of ISESCO prizes for science and technology, literacy and
new media for the prizes granted to them this year in recognition of their high
quality scientific and technological contribution, and underline the necessity to
improve the status of researchers and scientists in society by establishing
mechanisms to incentivize them and stimulate interest in science.
22. Commend the role of His Excellency Mr Iyad Ameen Madani, Secretary General
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), in strengthening Islamic
solidarity and joint Islamic action, along with his keen interest in promoting
science, technology, innovation and higher education as effective instruments to
enable Muslim peoples to meet challenges, reiterate our full commitment and
support to the OIC to pursue the desired goals and address current and future
challenges, and urge the Member States and specialized organizations to
contribute to fostering joint Islamic action to effectively meet today’s challenges.
23. Express our great appreciation to His Excellency Dr Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri,
Director General of the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(ISESCO), for the efforts he exerts towards advancing scientific research,
consolidating technological capacities, enhancing quality in higher education,
protecting the environment, fostering peace and solidarity in the Muslim world,
and promoting the values of dialogue of cultures and the alliance of civilizations.
24. Express our deepest gratitude to His Majesty King Mohammed VI of Morocco,
the Seat Country, for his considerable efforts to improve the Muslim Ummah’s
conditions, advance the Muslim world’s supreme interests and promote joint
Islamic action; and commend the support extended by the Kingdom of Morocco,
represented by the Ministry of Higher Education, Scientific Research and
Executive Training, to ensure success of the Seventh Session of the Islamic
Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research.

Done in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, on 19 December 2014.

5

